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Consumers’ Research Bulletin 


OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


IGH taxes are taking their toll of consumers’ 
purchasing. In the face of dire predictions by 
government officials that the current year will be one 
of austerity and shortages, stores appear to be well 
stocked with most of the necessities and a great abun- 
dance of the luxuries of life. The Christmas buying 


rush that was expected to help merchants cut down on FEBRUARY 1952 VOL. 29 e NO. 2 
excessive inventories failed to materialize in the volume 
desired in spite of extensive promotion and advertis 
Consumers’ Research functions to provide unbiased 
information on goods bought by ultimate consumers 
brought home to a number who had never had to send | For their benefit (not for business or industry) and 
a check to the Collector of Internal Revenue, because solely with the funds they provide, CR carries on tests 
and research on a wide variety of goods, materials 
and appliances, and publishes the findings in CR 
monev ever reached them, just how much they were Bulletin. Consumers’ Research is a non-profit in 
stitution, and is organized and operates as a scientific 
technical, and educational organization 
ment. Scientific and Technical Staff and Editors: F. J 
The staggering figure paid in taxes during 1950 of Schlink, R. Joyce, D. C. Aten, M. C. Phillips, Erma 
5 A. Hinek, F. X. Hinek, and A. R. Greenleaf. Edi- 
torial Assistants: Mary F. Roberts and B. Beam 
many informed persons in public life have expressed Business Manager: C. D. Cornish 


ing. The jolt of the increased taxes last November 


payroll deductions had collected their taxes before the 


contributing toward the support of the federal govern- 


more than fiftv-seven billion dollars, about which 


concern, was upped to something like seventy-five bil- 

Symix ~ n 
ratings A —recomme 
ably did not make nearly as unfavorable an impression garded as worthy of } 

ate with respect t 


on the average taxpayer as the $8.50 per week de- quality; cr—-informati 


lion in 1951. These astronomical sums, however, prob- 


1, 2, 3 
duction calculated as the amount of taxes taken from te that price and quality are completely 
20 entiated in CR’'s listing a quality judgment is inde- 
the pay envelope of a man earning $80 per week with pendent of price; Ang ng Mg ped bh nye 
nformation obt r orgar i by the staff of Consumer 


a wife and one child 
In addition to stepped-up payroll deductions of in 
come before it ts received, the cost of living has been 
increased by the imposition of new and continuation 
of previous taxes The tax on automobiles was in 
creased to 10 percent, adding $45 to the price ol a 
$1700 car Ihere is a 10 percent tax on a long list of 
household appliances; 20 percent on brief cases and os 
handbags The federal gasoline tax was increased sume arch, Inc. Publicatior 429 
Address orders and correspondence to 
trom 114 to 2 cents per gallon ( warette taxes are up Consumers’ Research, Washington, N.J Single py 


Wx Subscriptior wi 2 issues) $3 per year, U.S.A.; 
one cent a pack to mention just a few of the items Canada ané fascias er tein . 


schools. and 
most in demand by consumers. And bear in mind Mh yy A. By A 


anada an 
statements of 


that these are federal taxes only! Many states and 

cities also levy sales and other taxes lotal direct 

and indirect taxes on a moderate-priced ($1700) auto ‘ 

mobile have been put at $600. One tax authority has igh 2, by Consumers 

estimated that a family in the $3000 to $4000 income syny  ahgmnen oe & et 

bracket paid $908 in visible and invisible taxes back in ’ 

1948, before the last federal income tax rise - 
Even labor unions inclined to go along without pro as aoe ¢ maeee) Bore Uaiverany Microfi 


pu braries 


and in the Readers 
pie umes 


LETIN are t egu 


ims 
test with the political philosophy of ‘tax and tax and 
i nm Writing Use of 


permission ss been as and grante 
: CR material for any advertisir urpose is not - 
Continued on page 18) mitted. —_—s — 


spend and spend and elect and elect’ because they 





The Consumers’ 
Observation Post 





HAMBURGER, when meat is high in price and there are 
many demands on the budget, is likely to be a family 
standby frequently served in various forms Ready ground 
it usually contains too much fat to suit the thrifty home- 
maker. Consumers in the state of North Dakota, however, 
are protected to some extent by a state regulation that 
limits the amount of suet to 20 percent. During the year 

; i i 1950, the North Dakota State Laboratories Department re- 

oe lt ae ported a check of 253 samples of hamburger, of which 119 
contained excess fat. Unfortunately, the Department noted, the Office of 
Price Stabilization permitted up to 30 percent fat in hamburger, and since the 
federal regulation was held to supersede the state requirement, consumers in 
North Dakota have had to put up with what their own State Regulatory Depart- 
ment considers hamburger of an inferior quality, because of the lower standards 
of the Office of Price Stabilization. 


 =_-& 


SALES OF MEN’S WEAR continue to lag, according to an informed trade jour- 
nal. Lightweight wool tropical suits are losing out to synthetics and blends 
of synthetics with wool in the lightweight suits. Rayon is expected to be the 
biggest seller in the under-$30 price class. Synthetics will also be widely 
used in shoes where nylon meshes are expected to be popular in top-quality 
lines as well as in the less expensive shoes. The apparel trades talk wistfully 
of the fact that a "corrective period" following a buying rush must come to an 


end some time, but they note sadly that people are spending less on clothing 
than normally. 


* * * 


CIGARETTE ADVERTISING which came under fire by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission last year has also been viewed disapprovingly by the National Better 
Business Bureau. Chesterfields are the offender for claiming that a panel of 
five members of the faculty of the University of New Hampshire ‘made a 1951 sur- 
vey and an appraisal of cigarette advertising of five leading cigarettes and 
found that only Chesterfield was judged entirely free from misleading statements 
or false claims. The facts of the matter, the National Better Business Bureau 
pointed out, were that the faculty of the University of New Hampshire did not 
make the survey; that a foundation that did make a survey had no connection 
with the University of New Hampshire; that the five panel members of the 
foundation who did make a report did not make a survey of all the advertising; 
the panel members were not qualified by training or experience to pass on the 
truth or falsity of cigarette claims of a technical nature nor did they have 
the benefit of technical information. Furthermore, neither the panel nor the 
faculty of the University of New Hampshire stated (as claimed) that "of all 
those brands Chesterfield is the only one which has never made any false or 
misleading statements." In the light of the foregoing, the reader would be 
justified in concluding that Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. and its advertising 
agency Cunningham & Walsh should be awarded some sort of booby prize for mis- 
leading advertising of the worst sort. 


* * * 


WHETHER TO FLUORIDATE DRINKING WATER or not is a topic of considerable in- 
terest in many parts of the country The scientific aspects of the problem are 
so comparatively new that many angles are still to be explored Ossification 
studies by Dr. Albert E. Sobel and Dr. Harry Goldenberg, of Brooklyn, briefly 
reported in the New York Times, indicated that fluoridated water may prevent 
tooth decay in the absence of magnesium in the diet, but that in the presence 
of magnesium, fluoride blocked mineralization. The researchers suggested that 
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if their studies on ossification "produced by artificial calcifying media apply 
also to growing teeth and bones, it would seem advisable to restrict the amount 
of magnesium taken in the diet in order to avoid a retardation of bone develop- 
ment by fluoridation." A very small amount of magnesium is required by the 
body, but it may well be that a water supply high in magnesium, as many water 
supplies are, should in no case be subjected to the fluoridation process. 


* * * 


WHY MEN GET BALD and how to prevent it has been a topic of unfruitful re- 
search for centuries. One of the most recent theories advanced by Dr. Peter 
Flesch and his associates at the University of Pennsylvania medical laborator- 
ies is that human sebum secreted by the skin may act as a control on natural 
hair growth. The clue to the possible effect of sebum came from the investi- 
gation of temporary loss of hair by a number of workers in a synthetic rubber 
factory. The causes were traced to six chemical substances, of which the fol- 
lowing three are normally present in human sebum: squalene, oleic acid, and 
linoleic acid. Lest this announcement awaken hope, we hasten to add that the 
research work is still strictly in the experimental stage, with no practical 
application as yet announced. 


* * * 


TELEVISION SERVICE CONTRACTS have been unsatisfactorily handled in some sec- 
stions of the country. In New York City the abuses, breaches of contract, and 
Sgeneral ineptness in the servicing and repair field have been s> extensive that 
a licensing law was finally passed last fall requiring service contractors, re- 
pairmen, and dealers to meet various requirements before they can obtain li- 
}censes to operate. Mechanics are required to have 21 months’ service or to be 
fa graduate of an accredited TV course with six months’ training on the job. 
Owners of television sets in the New York area will watch with interest to see 
whether the new legislation will afford them protection against the sort of 
gyps and fly-—by-nights who "fold," leaving service contracts unfulfilled. 


* * * 


MORE POTENT INSECTICIDES are expected on the market, so effective against 
sbugs that they involve potential hazards to human beings. One particular group 
sis known as "systemic" insecticides that are taken up in the sap stream of 
sthe plant making it toxic to certain chewing and sucking insects. Basically 
Pthe products are organic-—phosphates. One formula will be marketed under the 
name Pestox; another is known as Systox. Both are applied by spraying on the 

foliage or are introduced into the roots by ground watering. Eventually 
chemical action within the plant is described as rendering the poison ineffec- 
tive, but while it is active (approximately six weeks) the plant is poisonous 
to human beings. There is considerable indication that these organic—phosphor- 
us products should be used only on ornamental plants such as roses and chrysan- 
themums and non-edible crops like cotton. Whether the application of such 
potent insecticides can be effectively supervised so that there is no possi- 
bility of their being used on or carried during application to plants being 
grown for food must be a matter of concern to all consumers who do not grow 
their own fruits and vegetables, and so have control over their handling. 


* * * 


SNACKS BETWEEN MEALS present an increasingly serious nutritional problem 
in the school lunch program, according to Wade D. Bash, Ohio supervisor, who 
has pointed out that candy, popcorn, potato chips, and soft drinks have greatly 
limited food value for growing boys and girls. Such items reduce the appetite 
for simpler, more essential foods. Furthermore, when lunch money is provided 
to be spent by the individual boy or girl, the selection may be poorly made at 
a lunch counter where a wide variety of sweets ‘and soft drinks is temptingly 


displayed. 
* * * 

HOW MUCH should a woman expect to pay for a pair of nylon stockings? The 
question cannot be answered simply for there appears to be no rhyme or reason 
to prices. As an item in Women’s Wear Daily put it, "One of the safest and 
most profitable ways to operate in today’s price-—confused market is to sell the 
same stocking at two or three different prices -- that way, an item around $l 
will sell best and return a good markup, while the lower-priced goods compete 

(The continuation of this section is on page 29 


> 
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Heating Pads 





HE HEATING PAD is an electrical 


il appliance electrical energy drawn by the pad 
which if not properly and carefully made under ible 
1] 


input for pads of normal size ts 
close factory control and given good care w in less per square inch of pad surface at any 
volve exceptional elements of hazard to the user we likely to occur 


all of the pads in this series of 
Probably it is the most dangerous of all electrically tests were found to comply with this requirement 
oper ited ippli inces used in the home, since it may Another vital point to h Ip issure safety ts the use 
cause the burning of the skin, or a fata! shock, or of two or more thermostats of adequate design 


‘nm set fire to the bed lothing connected in series so that f one should fail, the 
\ special element of danger arises when the he il second or } il present will oper the el 


pen 
ng pad (which is placed in close contact with th trical circuit and thus prevent overheating 
bod, is ised by an aged person or ome bedridden pad I ach pad mentioned I the list nes had i 
ind incapable of quick and positive movement, or minimum of two thermostats connected in series 


himself with the heating element Nore 
from contact with the pad in the event that it be 


who does not have the strength to remove than two are ot 
course still more desir il le 
comes too hot or becomes electrically “‘live.’” This lhe heat output from a heating pad is controlled 
il exists, to a lesser degree in the 


generally by one of two distinct methods. The pres 
1 person normally healthy who n ferred method provides for control of the heat 


il aching back i put « 


outs 
the pad at any one of several (usually three) 
ilues which ts chosen by the by 


user 


sore musck propet Poste 
CR has reports of several instances on file in tioning of the knob on an external control switch) 
because a user has he other method, although employin 


vone to sleep with a heating pad turned on and 


which there has been loss of life 





in external 
control hav ne simular markings provides onty lor 
tailed to awaken when the beck lothing had « iught 
on fire due to improper operation of the pad. It is 
well to remember that any 


n the ra it which the pad warms 


essentially 
he iting pad can be 


come a hazard, especially if abused gr incorrectly 


| 

ised This is true even though the pad was found 
| ise when in new condition and 
tested by onsumers Rese irch The | 


writers’ |.aboratornes Standard tor Electric Heat 


I 
rt Pads in recounizing the potential hazard states 


these Re juirements nto considerat 


the unusual inherent hazards of he iting | 


rovide tor reduction these hazards 


n view of the constructions 


er ally emploved I niortunately many ot the 
egarding the safety of iviven pad ire col 


cet iled by the s« itled envelope within which ime 
enclosed the he ime wire und the thermostats 


There are two general 





kinds of failure which ma 


result in considerable hazard to the user Ihe first, 


overheating, mav be caused either bv failure of a 


control thermostat or by a short circuit resultis 
from accidental contact within the pad between 
sections of the heating unit or the connecting wit 


that are at different potentials st picture opposit 


showing construction of a pad with its resistance 


wire and thermostats The second, electrical leak 


occur either as a result of insulation cd 





fective at the time of manulacture or as a result 


of some deterioration in use or handling or of the 





ntrv of moisture into the pad 
Several means ma\ be emploved by a manulac 


turer to reduce the many hazards inherent in a 


heating pad. One important means is to limit the eiveaited, 
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safety devices by cutting off the supply of electrical stat in conjunction with the usual heat of the pad 
energy to the pad at a temperature which will, served to open that thermostat at a lower over-all 
under this condition, be approximately the same temperature of the pad than would prevail if the 


irrespective of the setting of the control switcl 
The Glencoe pad was constructed to give differ his construction has the disadvantage that im 


small auxiliarv heating element were not energized 


temperature values by an arrangement ol re proper operation of one thermostat affects not one 
nce wire in two sections so that either section but two heat settings 


tests on heating 


r 


In setting up procedures for the 


to provide for low and 
CR followed the Underwriters’ Laboratories 


could be used alone, one 
heat, or with both connected, in pads 

ture Che Electrex Standard nm most respect 
Standar w hic CR deemed 


one for medium 
lel tor the high tempera 


un exceptions 


(,enera ectric. Kenmore. and Universa pads had i were made to that 
single heating element which was in the circuit at necessar\ The Underwriters’ Laboratories’ Stand- 


s. High, medium, and low temperatures ire 
by three of the tour thermostats reach a temperature 


1, tor instance illows the surta ot the pad to 
controlled temperature 
n the circuit, each of which opened the circuit at a 


This me thod gives good 


1 boiling water during warm-up per 


xl, and permits a peak temperature of 194° after 
yes stabilized CR believes that n 


temperature ol ibout 


preselected temperature 
heat control for most users but has the minor dis operation bec 
the thermostats used for main ave 165° is the maximum 
in th should be allowed; some users who are par 


to | n xd that even 


idvantage if 
low and medium heat output become 

the temperature of the pad will be cor 
that thermostat with the next higher this 


Thus a pad which was properly sat 


sensitive 


emperature ¢ urtac i pad is too 


lemperat ire measurements 
nt recorder, but none were 


high tor their comtort 


gin with may at a later time give were taken with a 6-po 


| ound to give hig 


than intend h uy itures generally which 
considered objectio Che Underwriters 


voratories’ Standards allow i leakage current 





under one condition 


timed 


i 

feels that th t milliampere 
too high ar nvolves an ele 
person, particularly for 
nderwriters | iboratories 


I on l lam pere 


R's limit 


pad under any condition of test 


subjected 

from norm | perspirat 

ymplete pro | Ht ind resistance 
moisture can 


ions that may 


occur W R’s tests have 


te rprool con 


had high 


shown re x 


struction 


insiynificant ta curre! can incre 
} 


several milliam r even amperes when 
swet. With electric current leal har 
pat intended 








nto the body or between | the 
be insulated from each other, there can be the 


ivest danget ol setting the bedclothes on fire, or 
electrocution, or possible grave-burns or deat! 
Samson. Wards. : extreme heat to the skin 
inghouse of the control thermo pad which is safe for use 
stats placed « iall auxiliarv heating el ly sealed (1 vulcanizing 
nt process) into rubber or some equal 


ult For the low ind 
ind durable material impervious 


ment wired 
medium heat positions this element was energized 


' r 
ind the localized heat close to the control thermo to wate! 
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Reproductions of X-ray photographs showing arrangement of wiring and thermostats in 
eight pads. 
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The cover on any pad should ln Inspec ted per Tp John X k i\ | ibor itor 
odically to detect promptly any cracking or other 
signs of deterioration of the cover which may o« B. Intermediate 
i Vodel 05 FCC 1802A Montge 


No. 86-1802) 86.50. 1 postage 


cur with aging or unduly hard usage. We repeat 


that it is necessary to bear in mind that a pad . 
with quilted removable outer <¢ 
which affords a high degree of safety when new Ste te - 
put S 58 the 
may not do so after it has deteriorated with . 

Was on a Tela 


we or mishandling, or after some accident, such 


as excessive strain on the point where the cord is 


ours per hour tiny 
I settings iftet 
it tac hed to the enve lope interterence 

rhe thermostats used in the heating pads tested wecurt free 
ill produced radio interference in the form ot a tends shorten 


click or a rasping sound The degree of annovance ige current, satistact 
to be simil o the 5 1150 

caused is largely dependent upon the frequency imilar to the ¢ i fi 
struction The Casco. however. used 

with which the current is turned on and off within 

switch and the X-ray photographs 

the pad, a factor which in turn depends in part : 

, : ; uuxiliary heat-control elements 

upon the conditions of use of the pa , were of different lengt! ith 

In addition to the current leakage and voltage for the differences in operation 

breakdown tests, CR also ran tests, with use of a listed in Fall and Winter catalo 

Pmultiple point thermocouple recorder, to deter it some of Ward's retail stores 

Bmine the surface temperatures of the pads at the enmore (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 34-6969 


Sarious control settings, both with the pad sur plus postage \ waterproof pad with 3 sey 


t cit 0 1) on cu on int ] re 
rounded by thick insulation and with one pad sur made of cotton, cott lannel, and 


watts int $5 (58). 2.3. or4t 
Mace exposed to the air The frequency ol opera . ute ’ r4 
depending upon control setting Hea 
tion of the thermostat was also recorded during | tae 
. with good range Radio interference 
this test \ thermostat which operates too fre ne 
like| tionable Thermostat action urred 
I Ss Kcr’ ; é » ! ‘ ' 
puentiy 1S lke to have a shorter lite than one it low and medium settings 
7 1 1 < a Ee . 1 
pwh h functions less frequently Leakage current, satis! 
In each case, watts input to the pad were measured constructed similarly to 
to determine whether or not the value exceeded the minor differences noted 


1.4 watt per square inch value which is allowed thermostats 


All pads were satisfactory in this respect Fin om fodel H50-1 (Casco Products Cory Bridgeport 
: Conn $8.45 \ waterproof pad wit! quilted remov 


ally, X-ray photographs were taken of each pad to 
ble o or " . tts input 
Rletermine the arrangement of the wiring and ther able outer cover. Rated watts inpu 
mostats m circuit Heat reguiation 
Mostats within the pads This is a point of some 
A range Switch control provided fo 
smportance since, when wires of different potential : 


to pad over complete range betweet 


@ross each other within the pad, there is always the settings Raille incerferenc: 
Manger that a short circuit may occur after the pad rmostat action occurred quite 

has wed or received rough usage, or the insulation rent. satisfactorily lo 

On the wiring has been worn thin or deteriorated teral Electric, Cat. N 

All the X-ray photographs have been reproduced Bridgeport 2 ‘ 95.95 rproof pad wit! 


mon } > , —— 
gn order that readers may see how the internal con removable out \ made o ) Rated watts 
- 7 ) t - ‘ nending 
nections and the number of thermostats vary from input, 60 (64 < or i é it, depending 
, on control setting | 
one make to another, and also how easily a short upon ¢ M setting 
} ditlerence between the 
circuit might develop at the points where wires . 
’ , ; ’ consumed by pad durin 
lat ¢ t > Si . » é ~ “ , 
that are not at the ime potential cross each other low and medium settings Radio interferenc 
In the listings following, rated watts input is iactionsiiin Thermestet octle at 


followed in parentheses by the measured watts low switch position cag urrent, satisfact 


input. Each pad tested was for operation on either 
d.c. or a.c., and carried the Underwriters’ Labora ; lel 100 (Glence f New York 


tories’ label With the exception of the Universa 5 \ waterproo | wi molded rubber 


all pads were marked either “‘wet proof” or ‘“‘watet t wal ver m of fabric with 
proof” seed tien 8 Tntineeaiid? St alenmatnsiead Speci no closure device I . su considered un 
sirabl tated watts inpu 5 l thermostats 

hceations tor test ipply ing to this general ty pe ol desirable Rated " - ” 

‘ in circuit at all times. Heat regulation, go but rang 
pad were used as the general basis for test The ' 
. oa ' very limited; heat output was approxim 
‘ngths ¢ 1e { S ’ s - 
eng i the connecting cor were in eacn case for each of the three switch positions, altho 
—_ ' 793 omit . . . 
greater than the 72-inch minimum acceptable to the awitch was marked “‘hial aur = 


Underwriters terference, not objectionable Thermostat tion ox 
> 4 ' 
Ratings are cr51 curred comparatively infrequent Leakage current 


The X-ray photographs in this article were taken satisfactorily low 3 
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Samson Safe-7 Hospita 7 ype Wodel 5588 (Samson blanket material Rated wi npu .  * 
United Corp., Rochester, N. $8.95. A waterproof or 4 thermostats in circui | on control 
pad with 2 removable outer covers of muslin, treated setting. Heat regulation ‘ at medium 
with Du Pont Zelar Electric connecting cord much and high tings were , san Radio in 
longer than average an advantage to most users terference, somewhat ! nab Thermostat ac 
Rated watts input, 55 (60 5 dual-thermostats (a tion occurred frequently at low ar medium settings 
total of 10 thermostats), well distributed, and in circuit was of average frequency ; th setting Leakage 
at all times. Heat regulation, fair. Radio interference current, 0.9 ma., excessive This was the only water 
objectionable Thermostat action occurred frequently proof pad which had excessive leakage current. Similar 
\ Samson pad of the same model number and similarly to Kenmore except for minor differences in placement 
constructed, tested and reported on in 1946, was found f 2 of the thermost: 1 

one of the two best pads in that series of tests napp- Mona 1 7-514 Knapp-Monarch Co., 
pads, he \ were not connected similarly St. Louis) $7.95. A waterproof pad with removable 
internally 3 outer cover of fluffed cloth. Rated watts input, 55 (62) 


Westinghouse, Cat. Ne WP.50] Westinghouse Electric 2? thermostats in circuit at all times Heat regulation, 


Corp., Mansfield, Ohio) $8.45.. A waterproof pad with poor; there was only aul ill difference between 
quilted snap-on fabric cover. Electric connecting cord the watt-hours per hour used by the pad at medium 
longer than average, an advantage to most users and high settings Radi interference, objectionable 
Rated watts input, 60 (62 2 thermostat circuit Thermostat action occurred very frequently. Leakage 
at all times. Heat regulation, good. Radio interference current, satisfactorily low 2 
not objectionable Thermustat tion occurred com [ meversa del 1B 7201 Landers, Frarvy & Clark, 
paratively infrequently Leakage curret satisfactor New n $8.95 N presented as a 
ilv low This pad was considered to be } waterprool p \ tf bi naterial Remove 
any other heating pad in the ! ible outer co of rubberized ) Rated watts ime 
put 65 (60 2,3. 0 t sti in circuit at all 

times, depending upon setting mtrol Heat regulae 

C. Not Recommended tion, good. Radio interferes objectionabig 
Thermostat action occurred comp infrequently, 

trex Wodel X-311 Rexall Drug Co., Los Angeles Leakage current, under high i ! not wet cone 


$6.50. A waterproof pad with removable outer cover of ditions, 1.C ma., excessive a 


Fluoridation 





HE Citizens Medical Reference Bureau (1860 lew persons who are lacking in knowledge of nu- 
Broadway, Suite 1215, New York 23) has just tritional and biochemical science are in opposition 
published an 18-page pamphlet that will be of to the general fluoridation of water supplies 
great interest to those who are taking such steps as Possibly the most important aspect of the fluori- 
are possible to prevent the fluoridation of the water dation program ts its dication of the determina- 
supplies of their communities This pamphlet tion of federal officialdom to intrude into matters 


quotes a number of chemical and medical experts which are essentially local and call for local con 





who oppose fluoridation, and gives a very good sideration and decision; the U. S. Public Health 
brief statement of the arguments against requiring Service has put a tremendous amount ol energy and 
that ill persons at all aves shall consume water a good deal of t ixpayvers money nto i propaganda 
containing added fluorine to give a content of ap program favoring fluoridation of community water 
proximately one part per million of fluorine supplies. Not long ago the Public Health Service 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture propagan 

Particularly of interest are communications from dized for measures, for the supposed prevention of 


1 number of medical and dental experts strong) goiter, that would require all salt for consumers’ use 


] 
' 
opposed to compuisory consumption ot fluorides il to ontain vce | iod me used by ill n 


the water supply by the great majority of people be cluding those to whom even minute doses of 
yond childhood, to whom the added fluorine can be iodine are poisonous and those who live in parts of 
of no possible value in the formation and preserva the country where ample amounts of iodine are al 
tion of teeth lhe letter of Dr. Robert S. Harris ready present in the food sul pl The odin 
Professor of Biochemistry of Nutrition it Massa problem is discussed i dit I INSUMERS 
chusetts Institute of Technology, will be of special RESEARCH BULLETIN for Ay nd i brief 


interest to those who have been told that only a note in the Ma 1948 BULLETIN 
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Rubber Footwear 





Men's Rubbers 


Into each little 


clothing magazine reminds us, 


fall, a men's 
as it suggests that 
every man is in the market for at least some rubber 


footwear. 


life a rain must 


Most men find it expedient to have at 
least one pair of rubbers. Men who are outdoors a 


great deal show for the storm style, 


which has a center extension to cover the laced por- 
tion of the shoe 


a preference 


the sandal, 
tle 


Another popular style, 


ili short of 


s9 called, has an upper which stops 
the laces 

Rolled edges of soles are good construction in 
men's rubbers, and if the edges are 


should b ; 


of rubber 


not rolled, thes 


reinforced by foxing stt 
Heels should be thick 
likely to tear at 
the upper, a strong, 


extra strips 
stiff. Be 
the top edge »! 


ips 
ind 


Scause rubbers are 


tear-resistant ede there is im 


portant 


The samples of men's rubbers tested were dis 


sected and examined‘for construction details im 


portant for good service 
the 


were 
° 
a 
- 


In addition, samples of 


outsole compound used in sole and heel 


subjected to mechanical abrasion on ma 
ot 
rubber compounds; these results, along with measure- 
marie the 


pw ere 
5 


chine designed to determine abrasion resistance 


its ol thicknesses of the soles and 


heels, 
considered in evaluating wear resistance 


A. Recommended 
Ball Bar lried 
Mishawaka 
good. Wear very 
Commonwealt/ Montgomery Ward's Cat 
$1.98, plus Storm style. ¢ 
fau Wear 
Gold Bond 


pl 1s 


& Woolen 


Construction 


Mig. Co 


K 


Mishawaka Rubber 
Ind $2.50. Sandal 


resistance 


judged 
AA 


QO4S88 


good 


No. 24 


onstruction judged 


of outsole 


Dostlaye 
resistance, very good 


No. 76 


Construction 


9149 
and 


(Sears-Roebuck’'s Cat 
Sandal 


$1.98, 
postage wear re 


sistance, go ad 


Goodrich, Medium Weight (B. F. Goodri 
Main St., Akron, Ohio 
tion and wear resistance, good 
Hood, Me Hood Rubber Cx 
Goodrich Co.. 98 Nichols Ave Watertow! 
\bout the same as Go 


and wear resista 


$2.95. Storm stv! 


lium Weight 


$2.95. Storm stvk 


above. Constructio 


B. Intermediate 


Conn $2.50 


sistance good 


C. Not Recommended 
Iver 


€) 95 Storn 


Rubber ¢ 100 | 


Mass 


inished with 


Women's Rubber Footwear 


Women have a different problem from men when 
they are Men’ 


don't differ g women's 


selec ting rubber lootwear SS) shoes 


h ip 


Women's 


have heels of widely different shapes and heights 


reatlv in heel height or s 


shoes show no such uniformity shoes 


and require different styles of rubber boots; “wedge 


hee le d 


Furthermore, a 


be wort 


different 


that 


shoes will need still i 


heavy rubber boot may be 


considered satisfactory style-wise for shopping at 


the local supermarket would be totally unsatis- 


factory for dress wear be 


to the foot 
For these reasons, 


ause it fails to give a 


“trim line” 


women will select rubber foot- 


wear because of style rather than durability. Fox- 


ing strips on a woman's boot are for durability, 








Two 


rn y th cond a 


the 
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Styles of Men's Rubbers 





but they may make the boot too heavy and bulky 
looking tor some women's taste Likewise a gore 
would afford much better protection (e.g., against 
deep water or slush in street gutters) than a simple 
flap at any opening, but a gore is bulkier and 
would not be thought suitable by some women for 
certain styles of boots 

rhe women’s footwear tested, therefore, has been 
evaluated on the basis of the resistance to abrasion 
of the outsole compound and the thicknesses of 
the rubber in the soles and heels. Wear resistance 
is important for footwear that is bought for hard 
use, such as that given rubber footwear by girls 
who walk to school or by others whose work re 
quires them to do a considerable amount of walk 


ing in bad weather 


A. Recommended 


ynmonwealth, Women's Black Slid Boot (Monto 
Ward's Cat. No. 24-9610) $4.39, plus postage 

boot with side zipper closing and flap, and stockinett 
ining. Wear resistance of outsole, very good 
S. Gaytees Grenadier Kwik Boot, W R259, Ch 
Rubber Co., 1232 Ave. of The Americas, New York City 
$5.45 
felted side lining and stockinette toe lining 


atham (U.S 
Black boot with side zipper closing with gore 
Wear re 


sistance, very good 


B. Intermediate 


B. F. Goodrich | en's M 
448 S. M:; Akron, Ol 
ankle strap; felted side 
ing Wear resistance, fair 

Gold Seal Sleigh B 
Middletown, Conn 
zipper closing wit! 
lining. Wear resistance, fair 

Hood Talon (Hood Rubber Ci 
Co., 98 Nichols Ave Wate 


boot with side zipper 


\ 14000 


ing and stockinette toc 


C. Not Recommended 


Ball Band “Bastor Edit t (M awak 
Woolen Mfg. ¢ Mishawaka 


boot with side zipper closing with gore 


ind . a 


lining. Wear resistance, relative 00 
Kerrybrooke Women's Black Pullover I f 
Cat. No. 76—9846) $3.49. plus postage Black boof 


with ankle strap and stockinette lining Wear resis- 


Sears- Roel 


} 


tance, relatively poor 

T yer Women's Bowl Boot 100 Railroad 
Ave Andover, Mass srow! vot with fron€ 
zipper o with fl ull and felted 


Wear resistance 


lining 


Automobile Tire Rotation 





HE fundamental purpose of “‘rotating”’ tires is 
to obtain even wear on all tires, thereby extend 
ing their service life on the car There are so 
many different methods now recommended by auto- 
mobile manufacturers in their instruction manuals 
for car users, and by service stations, and others 
that the consumer is likely to be in the position ol 
being unable to decide which of several methods he 
should use 
The Rubber Manufacturers Association (444 
Madison Ave., New York 22) in their booklet How 
to Get Extra Service Out of Automobile 
gives automobile users their choice of one of thre« 


Tires 
methods shown below for “‘rotating’’ tires without 
dismounting them from the rims. 

In method A, the front tires are moved to the 
rear wheels without changing the direction of ro- 
tation. Any uneven tread wear of the front tires 
can be corrected in the rear positions where driving 
friction will level off the uneven places rhis 
method utilizes the spare tire, which is desirabk 
is by so doing the service life of all five tires is 
substantially extended 
rotated at 4000-mile intervals, 
traveled 20,000 miles each tire will have traveled 
only 16,000 miles 
quite rapidly if not put into service; it is better for 


For example, if tires ar 
when the car has 


Further, any tire deteriorates 


its future wearing qualities to use it rather than to 
let it go for months or vears unused 

In method B, the rotation of each of four 
tires is reversed at each change ol position of the 
} 


tires on the wheels, which is especially desirable 


when front tires have severe heel and toe wear 
(a type of defect that is usually due to a mechanical 
defect, too low air pressure or to peculi irities ot 
the driver's handling of his cas The method is 
simple, but it has the important disadvantage that 
it does not make use of the spare tire 


Method C 


the two should be equally satisiactory 


is closely similar to method A and 


j 


q) 
L 


aes 


Method A 
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WATCHES 





Editor’s Note: The results of the timing tests of watches reported in this article 
will be surprising to many, and no doubt a number of jewelers will consider the find 
ings unworthy of credence, because they go against the settled opinions in the trade 
For instance, the watch referred to as having a reputation for very good performance 
but which actually did very poorly in the test conducted on samples taken at random 
from jewelers’ stocks 1s a make that big-ctty jewelers would rate far above some of the 
watches that CR found to perform well. Ihe reason for jewelers giving a high rating 
to the watch with the famous. name would not be that the jewelers had made compara- 
tive tests of it, but that people in the trade believed it a better watch. Unfortunately 
that method, when no comparative technical tests are carried on, never suffices to re 
solve differences of opinion and doubts as to real performance of a watch on the 
consumer's wrist 

We shall be glad, if there is any watch manufacturer who would like to s°e addi 
tional tests made on his brands, to make arrangements by which such tests can be 
carried out if the manufacturer will agree in advance to authorize any or all of a 
number of jewelers who carry a sizable stock of his make to furnish samples on a loan 
basis to CR for the tests; provided further that the watches to be furnished will be 
on a Strictly random basis, and exactly as such watches would be found by the aver 
age consumer in the jewelers’ stocks, with no speciai arrangement for accuracy of ad 
justment of the watches to be tested or for their having been cleaned and oiled re 
cently, to favor their performance in the test 


: 


i 


| ree months ago CR arranged to have a con- unnoticed. Sample charts from the Watch Master 


: siderable number of watches tested for accuracy with comments on the significance are reproduced 
+ timekeeping, in the condition in which the in Figures 1 and 2 

watches were found in jewelers’ stocks. The watches Che most surprising result of the test was the in- 
studied ran to a total of about $12,000 retail value dication that watches having a high reputation for 
and ranged from $19.75 to $450 in selling price good performance did not, in many cases, do as 
*The makes included the well-known Elgin, Bulova, well as watches regarded as medium or ordinary 
Flamilton, Gruen, Wittnauer, Longines, Benrus, and grade. For instance, out of nine samples of a 
Omega together with a number of less well-known famous Swiss make regarded as one of the ‘‘aristo 
Sbrands. The tests were made on the Watch Master crats” in the watch field, two gave very good per- 
Watch-Rate Recorder, an electronic timing device, formance, five, moderately good, and two, poor. Of 
an instrument (made by American Time Prod this make, the best performance was given by a 
ucts, Inc., 580 Fifth Ave., New York 19) widely watch at $71.50 and one at $60, poor performance 
used by watch factories, and by watchmakers in was shown by a $48.50 and a $65 watch, and medium 

the better jewelry stores in checking the “rate” or good performance by watches priced at $71.50, 
timekeeping accuracy of watches being adjusted $95, $185, and $200 Another watch (also a Swiss 
or repaired for their customers. This instrument import, priced in a very much lower range, run 

measures the instantaneous timekeeping rate of a nine from $20 to $70 rave timekeeping pet 

watch, the amount by which it is running fast or formance fully equal to that of the higher-priced 
slow in any position, within a few minutes, and make just described 

also has high value to the watch adjuster or re The best performance in the tests was shown by 
pairman in indicating defects within the watch the Elgin; 21 of this make were tested. Over halt 
mechanism such as incorrect adjustment of the of these, 11, merited an A rating; 7, a B rating 

hairspring, a wheel which is out-of-round, a bent and 3, a C rating The Elgins ranged in pricy 


arbor, a defective gear tooth, insufficient motion of from $29.75 to $250 Price need not be given to 


the balance, and a score of other faults often diffi much weight since in a good many instances the 
cult to locate by simple inspection ol i watch or by high price of a given watch is determined by an ex 
timing in the old-fashioned way where a watch is pensive case or by a superior reputation in the trade 
compared with a standard clock once or twice a nevertheless, it is significant and surprising to the 
day, and what happens betweentimes often passes consumer that he cannot be guaranteed the accur 
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Figure 1 The above chart patterr 
ts an example of a record of a 
movement hanng xce plio ¥ good 
timekeeping qualite Thais patt 
produced on an instrument called th 
WatchMaster Watch-Rate Recorder 
nststs of pin-pornt each corre 
onding to one tick watch, close 
spaced in a continuous line Th 
straight and continuous when 
watch is inherently a good tame 
keeper The ticks are picked up by a 
microphone device and {cd io an ampli 
fier system. The dots are imprinted or 
1 chart paper wrapped around a drum 
rotating at an accurairly constant speed 
‘5 revolutions per second. Each verts 
division on the chart is equivaler 
a dematiton rom lime 
keeping of 5 seconds in 
hence, the waich producing the 
hown above would show a 
about 10 seconds in 24 hours 
refully adjusted (and expenst 
produce the same pattern ir 


waleh 


wcurale 


wricn 


marty tested 


walcn are cu 


what better than the Bulovas 


acy that should 
go with a high- 
priced watch 
merely because 
chosen 
to spend $200 


he has 


or so for his 
timepiece 
Another 
that 
turned out fair 
though 


it is not re- 


watch 
ly well 


garded is 


of the top 


one 


brands, was the 
Bulova; of this 
make 29 were 
tested 7 were 
considered to 
merit A, 11 B 
and ii C 
These watches 
ranged from 
5206.7 0 te 
$79.50, or what 
would now be 
( illed a 1! oder 
ate price range 

The Hami 
tons on the 
average per 


formed some 


Most of the Hamil- 


tons received a B rating on timekeeping perform 


ince and there were only 


Cc The prices ol the Hlamulions 
tested ranged from $57 to $210 
It was noted that three makes 


which are commonly rated ver, 


high in the industry gave 


test, but 


poor 
performance in the this 
was admittedly on the basis of a 
small number of samples of each 


make 


high-priced watches was $360 


The average price ol these 


The number of samples tested 
tf some of the makes studied was 
too. few to warrant generalization 
because of the possibility of the 
individual watches being abnor 
mal in some respect due to acci 
dents of produc tion or inspection 
by the maker or because they were 
kept 
Stn k, 


overlong in the jeweler's 


and so were in need of 


cleaning and oiling. (Some watches 
seem more susceptible than others 
to poor running when held over- 


long in stock, for in some cases 


two that would be 


rated 


watches long in a dealer's stock gave very good 


and in others, very It happened 


old-stock 


medium to 


periormance 
that in this study the 
the 
which are less susceptible than very small watches 


poor 


watches were for 


most part watches of large size, 


to poor running when in need of cleaning and oiling 
One or two samples do not suffice to give a con 
this re 


clusive result in the test of a brand In 


watches are different from most appliances 


First 


spect 


The reasons are there a no model numbers 


or yearly models by which the consumer might 


judge the elapsed time since manufacture; second, 


watches are subject to a strikingly high degree of 


variability from one s: to another, and from 


one size to another This variability comes about 


watch have extremely small 


call for 


slight variations in lubrication will affect timekeep- 


because some parts 


dimensions and very close fitting: even 


especially after a watch has been in 
Thus the 
s devermined by a 
ot which cannot be 
\ further poingy 
things 


i watch is ¢ 


ing accuracy, 


use for some time actual timekeeping 


performance of a watch very 


large number of factors, some 
kept under constant close control 
that 


used by the 


of course, is much more than other 


commonly consumer i pres 
more 
ind 


than ol othe# 


cision instrument and therefore a good deal 


Is Exper ted of it in accuracy, 4 its parts 


ind stead) pertormance 
\n error ol 


which the 


in accurate 


devices and instruments 10 seconds 


day, for instance 1 limit within 


; 


watches easily fall, is equivalent to an 
8640 


CUT AL 


one part in whereas many common 


ments are considered to do well if they 
curate to a part in 50 or 100 
this 


tog 


Perhaps the most valuabk ndication of 


study is that the consumer has been giving 


















































Figure 2 
thal nm ihe u 


up” postition. 7 


tm (ne crow? 


fame in both D 


few walchmarers 
nearly 4 minutes a day 


gains 
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ith the watch in th diai up = position 


lt 
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The above two chart patiern watch 


regal 


reguial uch a watch correct 


ns would require a major adjustment atively 


competently In th dial up ition thi 
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much weight to brand names and reputation, and 
that very good timekeeping qualities can be had in 
moderate-priced watches. A watch of a well- 
known brand may use either one of two movements, 
made by still another firm; under a different brand 
name the identical movement may be bought for 
$20 less. 
which occurs in many fields where consumers pay 
for a well-established name; with watches, the 
extra payment is not minor, as it might be with 


Chis, of course, parallels the situation 


soaps or candies, but can amount to a very sub- 
stantial proportion of the price of some of the 
higher-priced watches, so that a watch with a good 
brand name may sell at $100 more than a watch 
performing equally well under a less well-known 
name. It may be the case that a given factory de- 
served its high reputation at a particular time and 
that it may have been “‘coasting along” on that after 
conditions as to quality, workmanship, and adjust- 
ment, relative to other makes, have changed. 


It is correct that when there is no better informa- 


stion to go by, a consumer would do well to buy a 
watch of a brand name he knows by reputation, for 
Shis risks are certainly 
sprocedure, as compared with buying at random 
MOn the other hand, our findings indicate that it is 
impossible for him to be guaranteed a good watch 


greatly decreased by that 


by simply choosing one of fine reputation or wide 
Beale. Apparently he would do better to buy the 
least expensive jeweled watch of a make favorably 
rated by CR that seems suited to his individual 
Meeds, if the samples that were tested by CR's 
ronsultant were representative of the market at 
he time, and we know of no reason to doubt that 
they were. 


» There are some general principles that should 
uide all consumers in buying watches. First, no 
brand name is, in itself, a guarantee of quality in a 
particular movement. On the other hand, one should 
Bive no weight at all to claims of quality in a de- 
partment store’s advertising referring to an uniden- 
#ified make of watch or one alleged to be a famous 
rand offered at a great discount. The store's 
statement about the high standing of the brand 
may be false, as it often is, or the particular watches 
offered by the store may be a well-known brand 
and still not good. It is a common practice to 
speak of a watch sold at $64.50 alleged to be ‘“‘worth 
$135.” 


of a watch is the price at which it is sold, and there 


Such claims are meaningless since the worth 


are no standards whatever that could justify the 


use of such a term as “worth” a particular sum, 
except as a means of deceiving the prospective 
customer. It would be unwise in any case to buy a 
watch on the basis of advertising that does not 
clearly state the brand or make, or if the dial shows 


a brand name that the consumer has never heard of 


Watch manufacturers have been most ingenious 
in regard to design for appearance so that a poor 


watch now commonly has the appearance of a very 
good one. A $6 watch may fairly closely resemble 
one at $100 or more, unless the two are closely com- 
pared, 


If you want to get the most for your money in 


buying a watch, stay away from luxury features, 


including the sweep-second hand, which is safely 
chosen only on watches in the $100-or-higher class. 
Small watches, particularly, suffer from high and 
variable frictional resistance of the moving parts, 
which is a cause of reduced timekeeping accuracy; 
the sweep-second hand increases this difficulty. 
By all means, if serviceability is a primary con- 
sideration, give preference to a watch with a white 
porcelain dial, for metal-finished dials (usually 
silver) are likely to tarnish quickly and are expen- 
sive to refinish, and, in most cities, the watch will 
be out of the owner's hands for a month or two in 
order to have the dial refinishing work done at a 
specialist's shop in a distant big city. In general, 
where utility and cost of future repairs are impor- 
tant, avoid all watches having freakish or novelty 
features or any watch which is exceptionally small 
or thin. Self-winding watches can be good, but 
their price will be about $20 above normal watches, 
and there will be an extra charge for the repair and 
cleaning of a self-winding watch or any other watch 
having unusual or novelty details. Do not in any 
case buy a cheap self-winding watch. 


[The number of jewels alone has come to mean 
very little; originally a 17-jewel watch was a high 
grade, though not the top. Many imported watches 
are now being offered in which the large number of 
jewels is Strictly for sales appeal. A 17-jewel watch 
may thus be a poorly finished, unadjusted watch 
or it may be one of very good finish, adjusted to 
position, temperature, and isochronism. A good 
17-jewel watch may cost more and be a better 
watch than a poorly made 21-jewel watch. The 
average consumer will have little use for a higher 
number of jewels than 17 unless he is buying a rail- 
road movement, which calls for 19 to 23 jewels. 


It will rarely be true that the consumer gets 
extra value in proportion to the extra charge in a 
very high-priced watch, above one or two hundred 
dollars. Anyone will be wise to assume that when 
he buys an extra-high-priced watch he is buying a 
luxury and a piece of jewelry rather than extra 


timekeeping val:ie, for his money. 


There are very-high-priced watches which do in- 
clude features valuable to some persons, such as a 
calendar dial, sweep-second hand, or a chronograph 
movement. bring the watch up to 
the thousand-dollar-price class. (A plain Le Coultre 
watch without sweep-second hand or other features, 


These may 


but claiming to be “the thinnest watch in the 
was recently offered in Life at $1950, of 
In exceptional instances, super- 


world,” 
which $325 is tax. 
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ior timekeeping qualities may perhaps be a reason 
for charging a high price for a watch, but this sort 
of performance should never be taken on anybody's 
say-so \ movement that really keeps superior 
time should be accompanied by a Bureau of Stand- 
ards’ certificate of exc eptional timekeeping, includ- 
ing known and proven close adjustment for temper- 
ature and position The cost of such a certificate 
is from $5 to $15, according to the precision ol the 
test a small charge indeed when the retail prices 
allegedly 
It should 


charged for the really upper-bracket 
super-accurate watches are considered 

be notec that the Bureau of Standards certificates 
do not apply to wrist Wrist watches 


Bureau of Standards, ranging in 


watches. 
tested by the 
size from % inch to 1 inch in diameter and having 
either 15 or 17 jewels, were found to give errors as 
high as 60 seconds a day when positions and tem- 
peratures are not kept constant, with greater errors 
for the very small watches, such as baguettes. The 
found that having few 
jewels, and usually 
seldom good timekeepers and may vary five or 


watches or no 


selling up to about $25, are 


Bureau 


more minutes a day, regardless of advertisements 
representing them as precision timekeepers Che 
watches tested by the Bureau were new and fur- 
nished by the manufacturers, whence it may be 
presumed that they would give considerably better 
performance than watches offered in retail stores, 


where the watches of the types tested would usually 
be priced from $40 to $100 “in ordinary gold 


Cases 


The best way to be fairly sure of getting a fine 
timekeeper without buying a Bureau-of-Standards- 
certihed watch is to buy a railroad watch, to be 


discussed later 


Ihe consumer must remember that there is no 
test that can be made of various makes of watches 
that can assure him that the particular watch he buys 
will be and remain a reliably accurate timekeeper 
Watches of the very best makes occasionally per- 
form very poorly and, even if the watch is a high- 
priced one providing a liberal profit margin, it may 
be impossible to get satisfactory adjustments made 
by the jeweler or the manufacturer The trade is 
not set up well in order to take care of replacement 
or refund on the occasional bad watch giving poor 
timekeeping performance or irregular running that 


may happen with any make 


Where getting the most for one’s money may be 
important, it will rarely be wise to buy a watch 
with a solid gold case, for if one wants to turn it in 
on another watch or sell it later, such a watch will 
not have a market value much above a similarly 
good movement in an ordinary case The extra 
amount in the price for a gold case is large (say $150 
on a man’s wrist watch) but the turn-in or bullion 


value for such a case would be very small, perhaps 
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only $15 For example, one make and model 


of watch in a 14K gold case sells for $210, and in a 
gold filled steel-b ick cas the same wat h is priced 
at $70. Watches in gold-filled and steel cases ol 


one make are sold at exactly the same price. 


Any dealer may at times sell the consumer an 
unsatisfactory watch, but it is better, nevertheless, 
to buy a watch from a regular jeweler handling a 
sizable stock of watches than from a department 
store. While department stores sell a great many 
watches, their knowledge of watches is almost in- 
variably at a low level and they are not so likely to 
handle the problem of a defective watch in the 
responsible way in which a good jeweler often will 
It is poor practice, too, to buy a watch in a store 
which is in a town a long way from home, as han- 
dling adjustment or refund for defects or difficulties 


by mail is likely to prove very unsatisfactory 


Ihe cheapest watches are almost sure to be of the 
pin-lever type, which is jewelers’ language for the 
kind of movement used in watches known as “‘dolla¥ 
watches” in “pre-inflation’’ days (now priced at $2 
to about $10 or $12 The pin-lever movement # 
the same in general design and workmanship ag 
that used in alarm clocks. Such watches will hav@ 
a relatively short life and an unreliable one. 4 
large watch of this type may have its place fot 
harvest hands, farmers, and others doing heavy 
work where a watch is subject to damage trom 
shocks, perspiration, perhaps loss by falling irom 
the pocket, etc., and where it is important, theres 
fore, that the investment should be small becaus@ 
it mav be short-lived Anyone acquainted with 
secondhand watch dealers (to be found in most big 
cities) will find that a 12 or 16 size, 7 to 15 jewel 
pocket watch of any well-known make, in good 
running order, purchased second hand, will often bé 
a good deal che per over a period of vears than oné 
of the $5 to $10 watches having pin-lever moves 
ments, particularly if the low-grade watch is 4 
wrist watch 

rhe non-magnetic feature is an improvement if 
watches which is very convenient for a person 


working near electrical machinery or in radio or 
power stations; anyone is likely u ‘t his watch 
magnetized at some time or other Che non-mag- 
netic watch will not keep quite as accurate time as 


one having the normal hairspring and balance that 
are subject to derangement by magnetism, but the 


difference is small and it ts believed that, for many 
people, the non-magnetic hairspring and balance 


will be a distinct advantage. 


\lways plan to buy the largest watch that will 


be convenient for your needs; that is the most 
practical way to assure good timekeeping and long- 
lasting qualities. In CR’s tests, larger watches almost 
always gave better average performance than the 


smaller ones. For instance, in the wrist watches, 
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8/0 and 6/0 American watches gave relatively good 


performance; the corresponding sizes of Swiss 


watches likewise gave better performance than 


other sizes \ large watch may easily go three or 
four times as long without cleaning and oiling as a 
small one and a pocket watch will be far less suscep- 
tible in its accuracy to the personal habits of the 
wearer than a wrist watch. Jewelers consider, for 


instance, that a 1%-minute-a-day deviation is 
about as good timekeeping as a wrist watch can 
provide; a pocket watch can do much better than 
that, especially if it is of good size and not one of the 
ultra-thin movements. It will just be luck if a wrist 
watch gives good timekeeping, particularly a small 
one or one priced under $100 \ pocket watch 
will not only keep better time and require much 
less care, but it will give much longer life, perhaps 
through a man’s whole lifetime, whereas a woman's 


jeweled wrist watch is said to have a life expectancy 


* only two to five years, and will require frequent 


cleaning and perhaps cause trains or buses to be 
The best of the po ket 


n a reasonable price bracket are 


Brmissed from time to time 
watches available 
Sthe watches made for railroad men. These normal- 
as keep very good time because they have to be 
pvell made and carefully adjusted in order to pass 
Wailroad inspection. They are now sold in 16 size 
nly and their prices, when not in a case made of 
recious metal, run at about $70 to $90 

4 iv cost $40 to $50 


I sed ones 


With regard to railroad watches, the consumer 
Should bear in mind that many watches have been 
Bold whose manufacturers call them railroad move 
tre but which do not meet certain critical re 
gjuirements \ New York City watch dealer, fo 
Instance, advertised a “Railroad Precision Tims 
piece” 
equipped with a 17 
Buch a 
P Railroad Precision,” 
Quirements. There have been ‘many parallel cases 
in the watch trad 
formance is implied but not clearly stated, includ 


isserted to be “extremely accurate” and 
jewel precision movement 
watch, even though its dial is marked 


does not meet railroad re 
where railroad grade or per- 


ing a guarantee of your money back if the watch 
fails to pass railro id inspection on one ol the major 
or transcontinental railway lines. Misrepresenta 
tion goes so tar that in some cases watt hes repre 
sented as railroad watches have been notably 
fraudulent in character and their movements crude 
imitations of railroad movements that could deceive 
only the uninitiated. Sometimes a picture of a 
locomotive on the dial has been used to imply rail- 
road accuracy In some such cases, the jewels 
jewels, just 
to catch the 


as supports and 


were only imitations of real watch 
fastened to the watch plates in a way 
eve but not actually functioning 
guides for the moving pivots of the watch 

Since very high perlormance ts expec ted of a rail- 
road watch, the pure hase ot one at sec ond hand by 


a person who does not have some familiarity with 


watches or who is not able to buy one on a “‘money- 
back” basis if it fails to meet the full approval of 
his watchmaker or pass the railroad inspection, is 
fraught with exceptional hazard 

There are two systems in common use tor desig- 
nating watch sizes: one based on the French ligne 
which is equal to about 1/11 of an inch or 2.26 milli- 
meters, and the other on the English inch. The 
latter system establishes size 0 as a watch with 
“pillar plate width” of 1-5/30 inches. Each in- 
crease in size of a whole number indicates an in- 
crease of the pillar plate width by 1/30 of an inch, 
i.e., size 1 would be 1-6/30 inches: size 2, 1-7/30 
inches, ete When the movement is not round, 
the measurement is made across the shorter di- 
ameter Watches smaller than size 0 decrease by 
30ths of an inch below 1-5/30 and are designated 
2/0 for 1-4/30 inches, 3/0 for 1-3/30 inches, etc. It 
is an unfortunate fact that neither regular jewelers 
nor the large mail-order houses include the sizes of 
watches in their catalog listings; thus the 
mail, will not know 


thei 
consumer, when ordering by 
whether he will get a movement of the size he pre 
fers, a fact which may be very important in some 
cases \ much better and more logical system of 
size designations is badly needed and should be 
adopted by the trade 

In buving a new watch it will be a wise safeguard 
to procure a clearly and legibly written and plainly 
worded, dated sales slip, specifying make of move 
otten 


ment, number of jewels, number of adjustment 


plainly marked, directly on the movement, in the 


better watches), metal and quaiily of case, in specif 
If the watch is secondhand, the sales 
According to the | Ss 


lariff Commission some watches stamped “Un 


terms 
slip should indicate that too 
idjusted”’ may be of high quality with a number of 


adjustments; the stamping “‘Unadjusted” reduces 
the amount of tariff, which is 50 cents for each posi 
tion adjustment and temperature adjustment. The 
tariff rates 
it may be stated that a 17-jewel watch takes a 


tariff of $1.80 to $2.70 in addition to charges for ad 


are complicated, but, as an example, 


justment already mentioned. There is an additional 
tariff of 50 cents on movements that run more 
than 47 hours with one winding or which have self- 
winding features. On watches with more than 17 
jewels the tariff rate is $10.75 

Any watch which has been in a jeweler’s stock 
for six months or more should be cleaned and oiled 
bv the dealer before it 


pending on size of the watch; the smallest watches 


s sold to the customer (de- 


will lose timekeeping accuracy in stock much soone 
than the large watches 


People often have completely false ideas about 
what a watch can do in regard to timekeeping 
a wrist watch will go 


Chis is 


Someone may tell you that 
for months on end keeping perfect time 
not possible, but when something approximately 
corresponding to the statement has occurred, it 
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means simply that the positive errors, which may 
have been quite large, have balanced out the nega- 
tive errors; it does not mean that the watch has 
kept correct time between times Iwo minutes 
per day would be average performance.for wrist 
watches of good size smaller watches would be 
expec ted to give somewhat larger errors; ly minute 
considered exceptionally 


error per day would be 


good performance he variability of the wrist 
watch can be seen from the fact that it is deliberate- 
ly adjusted to keep fast time in the shop when not 
being worn, so that it will give fairly correct time 


} 


> 
wl Position and isochronism 


ven on the user's wrist 
errors (the latter is the error which varies according 
to the extent to which the mainspring is run down 
are very much greater in wrist watches than in 
pocket watches, and grow worse with time 

Do not hesitate to wind a watch fully until the 
stem stops, but slow up the winding when the watch 
seems almost wound. It is a common experience 
with jewelers that a customer brings a watch 
in for repair when nothing is wrong except that it 
has stopped because the user has not wound it 
fully; some people evidently think that a littk 
winding of a watch is enough 
based on tests of 


is taken in mid-1951 


The following listings are 
watches of respective brands 
from jewelers’ stocks in Eastern Pennsylvania and 


New York 


represent instances where the number of sam 


Watch names followed by an asterisk 


ples of watches tested was too small perhaps to 
ifford a basis for more than a limited and tentative 


judgment 


Wrist Watches 
A. Recommended 


Varquette*, Pedre*, Vulcain 


B. Intermediate 
on, Gruen, Hamiui 


Wittnauer 


C. Not Recommended 


Pocket Watches 


There were a few pocket watches in the test; the 
samples tested of the following A-rated makes gave 
With few exc eptions, the por ket 


watches performed better than the wrist watches 


good performance 


tested 


A. Recommended 


> 


gin*, Bulova* ss 


—— 
Omega 


B. Intermediate 


Railroad Men's 16 Size 
American Pocket Watches 

rhe following watches were not included in the 
present test, but the information about them is 
given for the benefit of those who may wish a 
poc ket watch of established good tirme keeping per- 


formance 


A. Recommended 
Raymond Grade 571. 21 jewel 
Hamilton. 992, 21 jewel; 950, 23 jewel 
Ball. 21 and 23 jewel. Movements made by Waltham, 
Hamilton, or Elgin, and cased and timed by The Webb 
C. Ball Watch Co 
Illinois. No longer being made, but some still available 


set ‘ond hand 


Watches, Top-Grade 
Pocket or Wrist (Swiss) 

In the following group are some makes of watches 
that were not included in the test but which have 
The makes named are all 


expensive ones, and where cost ts n@ 


Elgin B. Vi 


a superior reputation 
relatively 
objection, a person who buys one of these watchel 
has a high probability oft obtaining one of verv hné 
mechanical finish and workmanship and good pew 
watches are of brands 
an occasional 


formance: most of these 


which may be expected, except for 
defective sample, to give better performance thaf 
most of the watches in the test, which were in @ 
much lower price bracket in all except a few case@ 

Makes of watches marked with a plus sign (+) 
are among those which have especially high reput€ 


in informed sections of the trade 
A. Recommended 


Div ol I nternatu 
t Patek Phil 


Longines 


Vardin + 


Dealers’ Problems in 
Correction of Defects of 
New Automobiles 





A SUBSCRIBER reports that an automobile 
4 dealer in Milwaukee, representative of on ol 
the largest automobile manufacturers, states that 
his firm ts lucky if the, can ¢ ollect 35 perce nt of the 
money they spend on making good on defects of 
1utomobiles originating in the factory Inquiry has 
indicated that other dealers are in much the same 
boat 
lacturers 1s, 
consumer, tor il the contract is an unsound one, 


The nature of dealers’ contracts with manu- 
therefore, of some importance to the 
putting undue burdens of repair costs on the dealer, 
the dealer will often, in order to protect his own 
business interests, try to avoid making good on fac- 
torv defects even when they are of a gross or serious 


kind 
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Of the Editor’s Chest 


(Continued from page 2) 





could secure a rise in wages for their members by ap- 
plying political pressure, are beginning to murmur 
One labor union official belatedly pointed out, 
what many have known for a long time, that the 
present rate of taxation lowers'the standard of living 


What 


he did not add, but might have, was that the 


for the great majority of American families 


American consumer is rebelling against.the present 
high prices charged for many of the things that he 
buys and it is becoming increasingly difficult for 
labor union bosses to put through higher wage de- 
mands for their members because such increases 
can no longer be passed along to consumers. The 
low state of demand for new garments in both the 
men’s wear and the women's field had such a serious 
effect on employment in the clothing trades last 
Byear that one new spaper columnist reported there 
Was a plan afoot to rehabilitate the South Koreans 
with 
U.S taxpayers, in order to ease the clothing trade's 


made-in-U.S. clothing, at the expense of 


unemployment problem. It is at long last becom- 
ing appreciated that as the late President Roosevelt 
paid: ‘Taxes are paid in the sweat of every man 
_ labors because they are a burden on produc- 
ion and can be paid only by production.” 


rhe reduction in the consumer's standard of 
iving brought about by taxes, which now amount 
%o something like a quarter to a third of his in- 
ome, has been particularly hayd to take in the 
Bight of scandalous abuses of the public trust in the 
Internal Revenue Bureau, the official collector of 
federal taxes 
“fixes,” free airplane rides and accommodations at 


Testimony of tax shakedowns, tax 


fuxury hotels Yor federal tax officials, and special 
fates on mink coats for the wives of public officials 
Ghat made headlines last December at a'time when 
Gonsumers had about given up the idea of having 
Sone more big Christmas’’ undoubtedly contributed 
to a feeling that the federal government was spend- 
ing its way into bankruptcy, both financial and 
moral, and that people had better save their'money 


against some kind of crash that may result rhe 


habit of thrift as a safeguard against a rainy day is 
one that has an old and honorable tradition in this 
country. There are still many who believe that 
they can take care of their own financial futures 
much better than the federal government can, 
despite the heavy pressure of welfare state propa- 
ganda to which they have been subjected for nearly 
two decades 

The oft-expressed bewilderment of government 
officials and their economic advisers over the seem- 
ing paradox of money in consumers’ bank accounts 
and their refusal to buy in the quantities needed to 
keep the nation’s businesses operating in high gear 
in the face of repeated warnings of forthcoming 
shortages is perhaps one of the best reasons why the 
consumer should try to make personal provision 
for his own future. In spite of the fact that many 
federal officials are schooled in the theory of the 
their advisers are well 


“planned society’ and 


trained in economics and sociology, including pub- 
lic opinion surveys, they seem to be insensitive to 
the fact that there is a point beyond which it be- 
comes economically, as well as politically, unwise 
to soak the consumer 

rhere are significant indications that this point 
has now been reached or passed. If consumers 
in this country either cannot or will not make their 
purchases of commonly available products at a 
rate and on a scale sufficient to keep factory as- 
sembly lines, workshops, and service trades operat- 
ing on a brisk scale, active production of muni- 
tions of war on a huge scale is the only thing that 
can keep the U 


from a disastrous tailspin 


S. economy (temporarily, of course 
If there is such a cessa- 
tion of buving, consumers who have saved their 
money will pick up bargains in distress merchan- 
dise, or will have sufficient funds to tide them over 
a period of slack employment. The present politi- 
cal regime came in on a wave of economic depres- 
sion when the advice freely circulated was “Buy 
now! Prosperity is just around the corner.” !t 
would indeed be a grim jest if the consumer's re- 
fusal or inability to buy in the present market, part- 
lv or largely determined by the weight of the tax 
burden he bears, were to be the cause of another 


such period of distress and breakdown of normal 


incomes and economic relationships. 


Abridged Cumulative Index of Previous 1952 Consumers’ Research Bulletin 





Month and Page 
Anemia, moth ball Jan., 3 
Anti-freezes, valuable pub- 
lication Jan., 23-24 
Baby carriage, portable com- 
binationt 
Batteries, automobile storage, 
scarcity of basic materials Jan., 3 


Jan., 13-14 danger 

Inks, writing? 

. Ir . t 

Carburetor troubles, automobile Jan., 14 ee 

Cleaner, for brass, copper, and 5 
bronze? Jan., #0 

Clothing, decreased sales Jan., 29 


Jan., 4 


Motion picturest 
Diet, effect of, in later life 
Dry-cleaning problem of new 
metal-insulated lining material. Jan., 3-4 
Editorial 


each issue, page 2 Pitcher, insulatedt 


18 @ CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ FEBRI 


Glass-block panels, problems 


Meat, pre-packaged, sales resistance Jan., 29 


Obesity, new control theory Jan., 3 


Phonograph recordst 


Month and page Month and Page 


Jan., 4 Pleats, pinch, limited 


serviceability Jan., 29-30 


Headache sufferers, sometimes 
victims of glaucoma 
Hormone drugs, self-medication, 


Jan., 4 Septic tanks, use of synthetic deter- 
gents an., 4 
Slide projectors and table 
viewerst Jan., 20-23 
Sponge, kitchen, stainless steel} Jan., 30 
Steel tapes and tape rulest Jan., 15-18 


Jan., 4 


Jan., 25-26 
Jan., 12 
Jan., 5-9 
Television receiverst Jan., 10-12 
Television screens, color, poor 
results Jan., 
Ties, men's, decreased sales Jan., 


each issue 


each issue tindscate 
Jan., 9% included 


IRY, 1952 





8 mm. Motion Picture Cameras 





ry only exceptionally good 8 mm. equipment is 
capable of producing movies that, as pro- 
jected, compare favorably with results achieved 
with even mediocre equipment for 16 mm. film, no 
equipment for 8 mm. film is given a rating higher 
than B. Jntermediate This judgment is not in- 
tended to discourage use of 8 mm. motion picture 
equipment for persons who feel they cannot afford 
to own and operate a 16 mm. camera, or those 
who favor the 8 mm. film because of its economy 
and because they find its definition and perform- 
ance in other respects satisfactory for their purposes. 

The intending purchaser of an 8 mm. camera will 
be interested to know that it will cost only 35 to 40 
% as much to operate, for the same projection 
time, as a 16 mm. outfit, this in spite of the fact 
that black and “double-8" film sells at 
about 60 percent more per foot (16 mm. wide 
than the regular 16 mm. film; 60 percent appears 
to be an unwarrantedly high markup to cover the 


white 


obviously small cost of splitting and splicing the 
“double-8" film 

rhe price ol a new motion picture camera or 
projector in the 8 mm. size will be about 60 to 80 
percent of the price ol a camera or projector ol 
equivalent quality in the 16 mm. size. 


B. Intermediate 


Kodak Brownie (Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester 4) $43.30 
carrying case, $3.40. Had coated f/2.7 Ektanon lens of 


13 mm. focal length. Used “‘double-8"" film. Had one 








Brownte Movie Camera 


speed only (16 frames per second stop dia- 
phragm located in front of lens instead of usual tris 
diaphragm. Open frame view finder lotal 9-ft. run of 
camera not usable on one winding since motor slows 
down toward end of run. Results obtained were satis 


factory for 8 mm Camera sturdy but somewhat 


bulky 1 
olex L-& (Paillard Products, Inc., 265 Madison Ave 
New York 16) $97.50, including tax, with f/2.8 coated 
Yoar lens. 12.5 mm. focal length in fixed-focus mount 
$116.50, including tax, with same lens in focusing mount, 
focusing trom 34 {t. to infinity, and soft leather case 
Used standard “‘double-8” film rolls. Rated speeds of 12, 
16, 24, and 32 frames per second. View finder had 
masks to show view obtainable with 25 mm. and 36 
lenses that could be substituted for the 12.5 mm. 
feeding about 


mm 
lens Motor ran smoothly and quietly, 
6) ft. of film per winding; it shut off with a definite 
click stop (desirabl This camera was found to G& 
equivalent mechanically and optically to the best of 
the 8 mm. cameras previously tested and was a great 
improvement over the Bolex ¥ tested and reported ® 
1948 2 
DeJur Citation DC-600 (De]Jur Amsco Corp., 45-01 North 

ern Blvd., Long Island City 1, N.\ $77.50, including 

federal excise tax, with coated f/2.5 Wollensak Rapier 
lens of 13 mm. focal length, in hxed-focus moung, 
Used standard ‘“‘double-8” film. Shutter speeds, 12, 16, 
24, and 48 frames per second. Simple spring-loade@ 
film gate made film loading easy Handy exposuf® 
guide on side of camera. Motor ran sometimes 7 f& 
and sometimes 8 ft. for each full winding, slowing dowB 
at end of run; it had no definite stop (a stop is desif® 
able Button for 


operating camera sometimes stuck 
and caused camera to continue to operate when this 





Bolex L-& 
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Pictures were reas 
made by the B LL -8 2 

DeJur Amsco Corp $87.50 
icluding ti 1 as DC-600 except for universal 


ton is lens 2 


was not intended mably sharp but 
not as good as thos 


DC-400 


C. Not Recommended 


> 


Rochester 4) $82.30, 
coated f/2.7 Kodak 


Eastman Kodak Co 


uding federal excise tax, wit! 











Kodak Reliant 


Cine Ektanon \ens of 13 mm. focal len 
Used standard double-8” 


speeds, 16, 24, 32, and 48 frames per second 


mount 
Spring -ope rated vate 
Kodak 
Kodak films 
full winding 
Slowed down toward end of 


made loading easy Had 


guide to indi ite exposures 


Motor ran 


instruction book cl 


Universal 


ipproxim 


Considerable vibration an 

speed of 16 frames per 

the number of frames per 
Pictures were 


cantly below 16 


would be rated B. Jntermed: 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers’ Research 


Annual Cumulative Bulletin (ACB) and Monthly Bulletins 





Asbestos-Cement 
Shingles 

Col. 378 

ACB '51-'52 


Vohawk Tapered 
The present ad 
Mohawk \sbestos 
Shingle Co. is unknown 


Delete listing of 
Asbestos Shingle 


dress of the 


? 


Sewing Machine column 2, 


article states in 


page 14, that 
to determine ease of installation by 


rhis 
Conversion Kits 
Page 14 

May ‘51 Bulletin 


“Tests were made 


mounting each motor on a Singer 
Some motors were also mounted on 
The Kenmore Model 117.617 
(Cat. No. 60713) listed, for example, was tried on 
the White. No. 60715, is the kit 
that is intended to be used on the Singer 00 sew- 


66 machine.” 
a White machine 


(Kenmore, Cat 


ing machine We note that the Kenmore kits are 


not listed in the 1951-1952 Fall and Winter or 1952 


Spring and Summer Sears’ catalogs 


Disk and Tape Che latest 
Recording 
Page 8, Col. 1 


Oct. "51 Bulletin 


model of the Ampex 
tape recorder is now sold at about 
$2000 instead of the $4000 implied 
near the end of paragraph 3 
correction on 
SAC9, an elec- 
tric relrigerator rep wrted in the Sep 
tember and October BULLETINS, the 


Refrigerators In fourth line of 
Page 24 


Dec. '51 Bulletin 


Crosley Shelvador 


words “‘an abnormal one” should read ‘‘a normal 


one” (as the context indicates). The particular re- 


frigerator reported in the September and October 
BULLETINS was found not to have beena normal one. 
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Brief Reports on Radio-Phonograph 
Components, Amplifiers, Tuners, and Accessories 





INCE SPACE has not been available in the 

monthly ConsuMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETINS 
for inclusion of complete or detailed listings of all 
the high-fidelity audio components tested, and be- 
cause a considerable number of our readers have 
no great interest in these items, CR has, for the 
past two years, included in highly condensed form 
in the Annual Cumulative Bulletin certain listings 
which had not appeared in a regular monthly But 


LETIN. Although listings in the Annual Cumulative 
Bulletin were brief and gave no details of our find 

ings, space was available for inclusion of all com 

ponents which had been tested during the previous 
vear and, in addition, certain models which had 
been tested earlier but were still representative of 
the current production \udio fans to whom these 
matters seem of the greatest importance should bear 
in mind that 99 percent of consumers will find such 
terms as equalizer-amplifier and preampliher entire 

ly unfamiliar and in any event will consider such 


meaningful and important to the 


items, expert, 
to have no particular importance in their homes 

All pertinent material on high fidelity, 
with listings of the v ious components, appears in 
five Bulletin, and 


assembly 


together 
one place in the Annual Cumula 


subscribers interested in a “custom” 


radio-phonograph combination can conveniently 
find there the information they need 
It is hoped that we shall be able to include brief 
listings of new items in the monthly BULLETIN as 
the test results become availabk Readers should 
mind that as to most of these subjects other 
items of a related nature will be found in the ACB, 
toge ther with a considerable amount of text deal 
ing with application, advice on choice of parts for 


To the 


is available, we shall try to include in the monthly 


issembled systems, et extent that space 
BULLETINS very condensed listings of some of the 
more recent items of interest to “high-fidelity” en 
thusiasts, in some cases items already reported ver 


briefly in the ACB 


Amplifiers 
B. Intermediate 
*recision Electronics, In 641 Mil 


Rated at 10 \ 


provide for practical 


22) $48.75 


mdition user may desire, including microy 


nection and switching combines the 
Thordarson T32W10 and the Bell 2122 

plifiers lone control action, good. Distortion of 

wut in bass, below 100 cycles, considered relatively 


4.5°, distortion at 100 c.p.s. with 5 watts out 
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put; in this respect the Thordarson is a better ampliher 


Noise level was 65 db 


noise was mostly hum In spite 


below 10-watt output level 


of the special flexi 


bilitv in application of the 50 PG, its use ts not recom 
mended where the highest obtainable tone quality ts ex 
pected: it is considered suitable for use with such singl 


unit speakers as /lectro-\ SP.12B, Genera lectru 
$1201D, or Permo-Flusx r5l 1 
sell 2145 (Bell 


Columbus 7, Ohio 


Sound Sy n ne 550 Marion Rd 


$175.50 triode ampliher 
having a chassis ' ! ill power com 
ind outpu mnections and a 


ponents 
which 


small remote-contro ASSIS nnected, in 


} ( 
switching and control functio sccomplished Chis 


ampliher it t complex it of any ampliher 
ints for its high cost of pro- 
the likelihood of malfunctiai- 
the number of technicaiis 
who will be able to service the unit competently. Com- 
pensating networks Cor y executed for equip 
range Output transiormer was of 
quality Basic amplifier section gave # 

it 400 cy Z listortion, 16 watts 

.S., somewh re than ludio Pactfie 

jel 3, slightly less than the Brook JOC3 at the@e 
protracted listening te (7 weeks), 
the noise background and less satisfactory irequency 
sponse becann detinitelv noticeable on the Bell 2145 in 
I2A3 Except for power oul 

put capabilities, t 2 not noticeably more d@ 
sirable than the m rer's fadel 2122A at $A9 50. 
cr5l 3 


tested to dat this 
ducti mm I | ) creases 


ing; and limits considerabl) 


sidered poor 


this price 


points During a 


comparison with the Bro 


Equalizer-Amplifier, Preamplifier, 


and a Compensator 


A. Recommended 


SPX001 Preamp 


Int Ky 


Lab., 910 King St 


input channets to 


' kur radio. ohor 
picku] adi } 


bass and tr 
ratio eT v ortvior hile the 


indet ver rue 1 claimed t 


ten out within a rather 


as was done in ne design ol in on the Brool 
ampliher | tosh tone give simple one 
turnover variable-slope conhgurations, not more ad 
vanced or flexible in design than those on many mex 


pensive ampihers 3 
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Pickering 130H Phono Preamplifier (Pickering & Co., Inc 
Oceanside, N.Y $24. Self-contained power supply 
Quiet operation, with adequate bass response. Rugged 

and dependable construction; easily installed 3 

Pickering 132E Record Compensator (Pickering & Co., 
Inc $12. Used with the Pickering 130H Phono Pre 
amplifier, the compensator is a valuable yet inexpensive 
method of improving record-play-back quality when 
used with wide-range low-distortion equipment. With 
preamplifiers other than the Pickering 130H, a 47,000- 
ohm input resistor will normally need to be installed in 
the 


phonograph-input channel of the main amplifier in 


place of the resistor regularly present 3 


B. Intermediate 


Fisher PR-4 Phon graph Preamplifier (Fisher Radio Corp., 

41 | 47 St... New York City $12.60 
Unit was equipped with 22,000-ohm input re 
Pickering 


cartridges also pro 


suilt-in power 
supply 
sistor; satisfactory for use wit! cartridges 
Resistors for use with GE and Audal 
vided. Hum level desirably low, but not so low as that 
f Pickering or GE preamplifiers. Gain, adequate. In 


characteristics, considered less desirable than 


Pickering and GE preamplifier Bass compensation it 
adequate due to use of 250 « p.s too low turnover 


t 2 


pom 


AM-FM Tuner 


A. Recommended 

Radio Craftsmen A M-F M Tuner RC-10 (The Radio Crafts 

men, Inc., 1617 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5) $131.50 
Armstrong FM circuit; conventional superheterodyne 
on AM. Built-in preamplifier for magnetic pickups cor 
rects properly only dewn to the 150-200 cycle region 
with the result that the electrical output from a record 
becomes increasingly deficient below this region \ 
separate preamplifier of adequate design, such as the 
GE or Pickering therefore be ised The user 
should set the preampliher-selector switch to “CRYSTA 


inher into 


should 


position and connect output of separate pre 
PHONOGRAPH" input jack on 

matic trequenc, tr 

neglig:ble Excell is! 

distortion Tor did not offe i great deal of 


Variation but istortion in every positior was vert 


A 3 


Electrolunch 
An Electrically Heated Lunch Box 





r I SHE man who must carry his lunch and the wo 
man who must pack it for him are almost cet 
Bin to get tired of sandwiches and coffee For 


them, the Electrolunch, a lunch box containing a 


Mermostat-controlled heating unit, would certainh 


@em to afford a part ol 
Preparing problem” as 
The idea of be ing able to pre pare a lune h whi h can 
Ge heated later on where it is to be eaten simply by 
Plugging in an electric cord is certainly an attra 
tive one 

The Electrolunch contains 
age glass of special shape that holds 8 ounces (one 


answer to the lunch 


manufacturer claims 


ScTeW topped bever . 








cup, not two as cl Limed ind two covered 

num food containers (4% x 17 x 23% inches) large 
enough to contain a good-sized portion of meats 
In addition, there is an 


unheated compartment large enough to hold se 


and gravies or vegetables 


eral sandwiches or pieces ol cake or pr that should 
not be heated \ 36-inch electric power <¢ 
carried on Directions 
that the food in the food containers will be he 
in 15 to 20 minutes to 140°F, 


is to be controlled by the thermostat 


a clip, inside the lid 
a temperature 


In actual practice, a tomato soup in the alumi 
num containers was heated to /25°F in 20 minutes 
Water 
beverages was 
When 
was left plugged in for as long 


Water 


in the aluminum vessels reached the boiling point 


hot enough to satisfy most soup eaters 
in the glass bottle provided for 
heated to a somewhat lower temperature 
the kelectrolunch 
is 60 minutes, the food did not get too hot 


in that time, but it is doubtful that stew or potatoes 
If they did, they might scorch, 


Water in the 


glass bottle remained well below the boiling point, 


would get so hot 
but would likely cause no damage 


which is advantageous, from the safety standpoint 
CR believes that, in the interests of safety, the 
box should have some sort of a signal light to 
show that it is plugged in, as should all appliances 
which do not give any other outward indication of 


being in operation 
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During CR's tests, the temperature of the table 
top on whi h the Ele trolunc h was resting reac hed 
150° 


exposure on a 


. which is close to the safe limit for re pm ited 


varnished surface The maker 
cautions the user against placing the box on any 
surface that might be damaged by heat, but it 
would be better if the bottom of the box were 
somewhat better insulated 

CR had two of the boxes, both for use on 110 
volts alternating current. The first one, purchased 
from the factory, had a defective thermostat which 
allowed the box to heat up to much too high a 
temperature. This unit was returned and replaced 
at no charge. The second unit successfully passed 
a 900-volt prool leakage test, and shock hazard as 


indicated by leakage current was negligibk 


B. Intermediate 


Electrolunch (Electrolunch Co., Inc 9300 Stone td 
Algonac Mich 


thermostat-contre 


$12.95. A metal lunch box having a 
lled electric heating unit Had two 
covered aluminum food containers, a screw-topped bev 
erage glass ot special shape and a 36-in. cord Rated 
x 534 x 53% 

The irst 


350 watts; actual, 350 watts. Size, 12 
mn Weight, 234 Ib 
sample had a defective thermostat 


Flectrolune 


A-k mmended rating if bottom of box had 


Well made if general 
the second sample 
operated satisfactorih 
ceived an 
been better insulated and if there had been some sort of 
signal light to show when the box was plugged in, and 
‘ 


if thermostat action were carefully checked as a part of 


the factory inspection routine 


Storage of Frozen Foods in the Refrigerator 





HE ACCEPTED METHODS used by the in 

dustry tor technical tests on household reirig- 
erators do not at the present time include tests or 
standards for the temperatures maintained in the 
freezing compartment. Our readers will know that 
the current trend in refrigerator design is to pro- 
vide a freezer compartment extending across the 
full width of the top, so as to prov ide a considerable 
increase in the space available lor the storage i 
With this change in design, the 


maintenance of a low temperature in the treezet 


frozen foods 


compartment has become very important. Not un- 
naturally, the average consumer wil! suppose that 
so long as food in a freezing compartment remains 
frozen hard, it does not deteriorate rhis is not 
correct, lor trozen foods stored at even as low a 
temperature as 15 degree ; below the freezing point 
develop objectionable changes of a chemical and 
enzymic nature Enzymes are organic substances 
usually proteins, having the power to accelerate 
certain chemical reactions that occur in the life 
process of plants and animals Even at tempera- 
tures below 0°F, deteriorc cion goes on, though much 
more slowly than at temperatures between 15° and 
32°) 
Poultry 


flavor and will develop an unpleasant flavor, but 


stored at 15° or higher rapidly loses 
roasts of beef if properly packaged ‘can be kept at 
15° for about two weeks. Fruits and vegetables 
quickly lose their vitamin C content if stored at 


temperatures above 15°. Ice cream, particularly 
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very good ice cream, which has a relatively high 
butterfat deteriorates rapidly and be 
comes too soft even at 15° below the freezing poing 
For storage up to a month, most ice creams should 
be kept at least as low as 10 For longer storagé 
the temperature should be zero or below 

In CR’s opinion, i would be logical to require 


content 


frigerator having a frozen-food compar 
running 
across the full width ol the food storage space, and 


intended for the storage ol trozen foods tor a com 


that any 


ment ol considerable capacity, or ome 


siderable period of time (say up to six weeks} 
under normal 


ope ating conditions and eveu when the room tems 


should be so designed that it will 


peracure or outdoor temperature is very high, bé 
able to maintain a temperature ol 10° or lower in 
the freezer space It should be able to do this 
without causing the temperature in the food stor- 
age compartment to go much below 43 Even a 
lower temperature than 10° would be desirable, but 
certain difficulties in design make it impracticable 
to achieve much lower temperatures without i 
troducing the hazard that the storage compartment 
in the reirigerator may in some parts or at some 
periods vo to a temperature below the ireezing 
point, which is obviously undesirabk 

The table on page 24 vives the llr te mperature in 
the freezer compartment of several refrigerators 
with the control set to give a temperature in the 
general storage compartment ol 43° with a room 
temperature of 90°. 
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Temperature in 
Freezer Com- 
partment 


Crosley SAC-9 

International Harvester HA-8&4 

Servel Electric B R-846 

Westinghouse DFC-& 

Philco F-915, F-1115 

Kelvinator HR-R, AH-R, HM-R, AS-R 


General Electric LC-&-HC 


Only the Crosley in the group included in the 
table maintained a satisfactorily low temperature in 
the freezing compartment when the food storage 
compartment was at an average temperature ol 
43° (considered the most desirable temperature for 
reneral refrigeration When controls were set to 
five a temperature in the freezing compartment ol 
10°, Westinghouse DFC-8 and Philco F-915 had 
their compart- 


below 


Stemperatures in general storage 


around or freezing, which is, of 


Bnents of 
undesirable. The Crosley had a temperature 


sourse, 

of 5° in the freezer compartment and 43° in the 
Storage compartment. This test was not made on the 
LC-8-HC, International Harvester, 


Philco F-915 and F-11115, or the 


yeneral Electric 
ervel Electric, 
elvinators 
Desirably low temperatures in the freezing space 
an be achieved only by additional consumption of 
lectricity (corresponding to higher monthly oper- 
and if the present type of full-width 
future 


ting costs 
reezing chamber is to be continued in 
10dels, it would seem certain that most manufac- 
me would have to redesign their refrigerators in 
Order to provide temperatures of 10° or lower in 
the freezing space, and 43° or thereabouts in the 

sneral foo storage space Readers should per- 
= be reminded that the new boxes are not en- 
fire!) desirable from the standpoint of food preser- 
Mation tor the reasons already given, and because, 
in order to obtain satistactory 
both the 


operation will 


temperatures in 
treezet and storage compartment, cost ot 
about 35 to 50% This 
more than the average hom« 


increase 
may be considerably 
owner would be willing to pay tor a refrigerator con- 
taining 14% to 2 cu. ft. of extra-cold freezing space 
double-doot 


Refrigerator-freezer combinations 


type) which maintain satisfactorily low tempera 


tures in their freezer sections cost even more tor 


electricity to operate relative to the standard re 


Irigerator (around 100°, more than the ordinary or 
usual refrigerator 

relrigerator designs introduce another 
that 


method of defrosting by 


The new 


serious difficulty, in when frozen foods are 


being stored, the usual 


turning up the temperature control is not practical, 
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for while the defrosting is taking place the tem- 
perature in the freezing space will rise for a con- 
siderable period to an undesirably high tempera- 
ture. The housewife therefore must either delay 
defrosting until her supply of frozen food is used 
up, or remove the frozen food and wrap it in 
blankets or newspapers to prevent its thawing out 
Both methods 


two 


while the defrosting is taking place 
are impracticable or inconvenient. At least 
manufacturers, Crosley and Westinghouse, 


attempted to solve this problem by using an auto- 


have 


matic method of defrosting in which the refrigerant 
or the top and bottom of the compartment is elec- 
heated for a short period, so as to melt 
In the Crosley, 


tricall, 
frost and ice quickly from the coils 
the surface of the bottom element reached a peak 
temperature of 112°! 
the freezing chamber was 21.5°F for 46 minutes 
during the defrosting cycle, and the Westinghouse, 


(average air temperature in 


64° (average air temperature in freezing chamber 
was 23.7° for 18 minutes The temperature of 
the upper surfaces of the bottom elements of the 
freezer compartments was high enough to cause 
some thawing of ice cream stored in direct contact 
with the bottom of the freezer space To help 
with this problem, both manufacturers supply a 
wire grid on which the frozen-food packages are 
placed, thereby greatly reducing the heat transfer 
from the coils, carrving the heated refrigerant, to 
the packages of frozen food immediately above 
them. 

Probably not 


effects on the quality of frozen food of short-period 


very much is known about the 


temperature fluctuations over a moderate range, 
but there seems reason to believe that because of 
the defrosting of the 


the brief period involved 


Crosley or the Westinghouse would not have any 
serious effect on the flavor quality of the 


frozen foods, provided that foods to be stored for a 


stored 


relatively long time were not those in contact with 
or close to the bottom plate of the lreezing « hamber 

Ratings of the refrigerators in the September and 
October 1951 ConsumERS’ RESEARCH BULLETINS 
were on the basis of their performance as refriger 
ators, since up to this time there have been no stand 
irds as to freezing compartment temperatures 
either formally adopted by trade or professional as 
sociations or otherwise available, by which the com 
bination freezer-and-refrigerator applicances could 
be judged. Such standards must be evolved, and it 
Oo 


is the purpose ol this article to bring the facts t 
the attention of consumers and others concerned 


in order that they may realize that a problem does 


exist calling tor care DV consumers In 


these appliances and for improvements in design 
practices on the part of the manufacturers’ engi- 
neers This will call for development of suitabk 
standards and specifications dealing with the new 


situation, by the interested trade associations and 


professional societies 
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Ironing Boards 





AND IRONING is one of the , 
tasks the housewile pertorn s In either the 
standing or the sitting position, considerable mov 
ment of the back and arms is required, and much 
time is consumed According to recent reports 


published by various university experiment sta 


considerably the 
Habits 


in idequ ile 


tions, many women can reduce 


time and energy required lor Ironing 


formed in using old-fashioned and 
been <« irnied through the ve il 


The hand 


im the 


equipme nt h ive 
ind call for much needless drudgery 
iron used to be too heavy to use comfortably 
sitting position, and ironing boards were made to 
i short 


be used at one height only too high for 


woman, too low for a tall woman, and not suitabk 
for ironing while sitting As a result, women wert 
forced to stand and iron, not at the most comfort 
able height, but 


ironing board h pp ned to be 


it the height that their particular 


In one investigation, less than 20 percent of the 
participating women preferred ironing board heights 
identical with those they were using at home, when 


they were allowed to adjust the height of a test 


board to the position they found most comfort 
ible \t the end ol the investigation, after hav ng 


ironed with suitable equipment in both sitting an 


| 
standing pesitions, 80 percent of the women stated 


that they preferred to iron while sitting 

In recent vears, makers of most irons have el 
nated needless weight, and irons are now 
enough to be used comfortably in the sitting of 
standing position. It's a somewhat different stor 
with ironing boards: most of those in use are not 
idjustable for height In addition, some are mack 
with wood tops which are subject to warping (with 
the present scarcity and high price of steel, wood 
will probably be used on future models to a greater 
extent For some time home economists have been 
recommending in State Experiment Station bulk 
tins a wide board 20 inches wide ind 
about 4 feet long 


ard board when ironing shirts or large flat work. So 


ironing 


to be placed on top ol the stand 


far as is known, no board of this size has vet ap 
peared on the market 

The housewife should keep in mind the follow 
ing points when selecting an ironing board 


Height The height should be 


a range wide enough to permit ironing in the sitting 


adjustable, with 
all members of the hous« 
\ range ol 38 inches 
20 to 25 inches for sitting, will ac 


or standing position by 
hold who will use it 
for standing 
commodate persons of practically any stature 
Che height adjustment should operate with a min 
mum ol effort 
Ironing surface Ihe surface should be smooth 


and free ol warp; 1 the top is made of thin metal, it 
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should be s ipperted sufficiently weil so that it does 
fH \ good 


not detlect noticeably between the braces 
which is 


wood board 


metal top 1s preterred to 
lways subject to warping in use 

Clearance Legs and braces should not inter 
fere when long skirts are being ironed and should 


permit knee clearance for ironing while sitting 


General construction rhe ironing board should 
be light in weight, but must be well braced to prevent 
wobhil. " 


while ironing rhe feet must be spaced 


widely, to eliminate any tendency toward upsetting, 


especially when the ironing is being done near the 
tip Ihe feet should have rubber tips to prevent 
The weight of the 


sliding, and damage to the floor 


ironing board and the method of folding ire ifmti- 
is in most cases the board 
\ll parte 
of the board must be smooth to prevent snagging 
the stockings of the 


protect the art les being ironed 


port int consider itions 
will be put away when it is not in use 
person who is ironing, and t@ 
he metal parté 


ol the board should be rust-resistant ilso 


CR’s Tests 

Ihe ironing boards included in this test were ex# 
ind then used in varie 
leas€ 
six different women over a period of about fout 
After the tests the board¢ 


were re-examined for indications of warpage, 


amined as mentioned above 
ous homes Each board was used by at 
months home use 
wear, 
and deterioration of finish 

rhe dimensions of the ironing surface were ver¥v 
nearly the same for all the boards tested, likewise 
the height ol the boards that were not adjustable 
for height The widths were 


1414 to 15 inches 


within the range of 


53% to 5414 inches; 


lengths 





Vith an troning board of the proper height, the house 
wije can tron comjortabiy whtie silting Cr ning board 
wn is Proctor Hi-L 
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height (non-adjustable 
rhe height 


was suflicient to 


boards 32 to 33 inches 


range ol the adjustable boards tested 
the 


stature ior 


iccommodate prelerences ol 


women of anv normal 
Only 
Rid-Jid 


be adjusted 


ironing while 
tested, the 
Vever-Bilt, 


comfortable 


standing three the boards 


Proctor, Adjustable, and could 


low enough for 


ironing 
while the user \ 
the 
from the 
but all 
these respects Of the 
the //ooster 
of the 


is sitting in a chair 
end of the 
tip to braces and legs varied somewhat, 
wert 


I he shape ol 


narrow boards and the clearance 


boards considered satistactor in 
wood-topped boards, onl) 
was found free 
rhe feet on the 
black rubber, except as noted in the listings 


the end 


boards 


Irom warp at 


test period wert 


Adjustable-Height Ironing Boards 
A. Recommended 


Vode 60 Pr 


left-handed 


& 


k 


j 


ite which did not mark fk 


d table J. R. Clark Co., S 
$13.95 \ll |, well fi 
Height 


» trom in. to 35 in 


Idinu pring 
ished \Weig 
ibove average 
ward f is 
rigidit goo KK 
Rubber feet marke« 


he / lid A } 


B. Intermediate 
HOO (,euder. P. 
Milwaukee 
1716 Il 
Is from 31% i 


wer part ol ea 


S10.95 


above aver 


ling about avert 
rigidit 
White feet h did not 
Vevyer-Bilt Rife-Hite W. F. Meyer & Sons, Inc 1494 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago 54 $14.95. Wood toy 
whicl finis! 
Height ad 
33, and 34'% in. by 
proper 
to te 


combined 


Knee 
, 


satistactor room tort 


rubber whi 


warped slightly during tests 


lair Weight 186 b above 
25. 291 


steel legs 
average 
justable to 
end of 
more difficult than ay 
and 
good Knee room for 
Rubber feet marked some fe rs 


latching 
upper rear in Somewhat 
id and unfold, 


Stability and 


position 
Verage is height 
adjustment latch are 


rigidity, person sitting, fair 


C. Not Recommended 
Rid-Jid « | Adjust c J Clark Co 


tabi $9.95 
All steel h, fair Weight lb., above 


hinis average 
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Height 
ch 


idjustable to 6 le 
anging length of each of 
ment lock leg broke 


to fold and unfold 
illowed an 


on one 
Easy 
ind 


board 


but 
undesirable amount 


while ironing was being done Weal 
hinged bent d ir 


Model | 


front legs are 


marked some floors 
del listed alx t 


on whicl 
Rubber feet 


seded by 


new mv 


Non-Adjustable-Height Ironing Boards 


B. Intermediate 


feet marked some 
shen Churn & 
Wood top 


painted steel | 


$2 in 


I floor 
1 of Hav Sears- Roe 
"Ail Steel 

» chipped easil 
Height 
rigidity Knee 
ber feet marked some 


™ 


Wew 
Fair! 
satisiactory Nnee roon 
bber feet marked some floors 
iry Steel Products ¢ 
\lur 
Weigel 
Ease of 


rigidit 


$10.95 


edges 


Van f Honor 


05601 
pilus postage 
during tests 
eloped rust d 
Height, 32 in Lacked the needed 
Montgomery 


plus postage 


Ward's Cat 
Same as Sears’ Mat 


cept for slight difference in latch 


1952 


$4.29 
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on eee ere r ere eT TT ae 
“RATINGS % MOTION PICTURES 


eet 


HIS section 


1ims to give critical consumers a 


digest of opinion from a wide range of motion 


picture reviews, in luding the motion picture track 


press, leading newspapers and magazines 
motion 


different 
ratings 


which 


The 


not 


als in all 
thus 


period 


do 


follow 


represent 


some 19 
pi ture 


} 
t 


judgment ola single person, but are based on an 


analysis ot 


Leg 


| he sources ¢ 


critics’ reviews 


i the reviews are 


\ N.Y I E-xhsbit 


The figures preceding the title of the picture in 


dicate the 


to rate the film A (re« 


( 


values 


\udi nes 
a 


at the 


adults, 
children 
LD scT 


‘ 


iptive abbreviations are 


number o 
ymmended), B 
t recommended) on its 
indicated 


14-18 


suitability ts 
‘for young peopl 


end of each line 


mm os 
‘ 


According to Mrs. Hoyle 
Across the Wide Missouri 
Adventures of Captain Fabian 
African Queen, The 

Alice in Wonderland (Bunin 
Alice in Wonderland (Disney 
American in Paris, An 

Angels in the Outfield 

Anne of the Indies 

Arizona Manhunt 


Badman's Gold 
Bannerline 

Barefoot Mailman, The 
Basketball Fix, The 
Behave Yourself 

Big Carnival, The 

Big Gusher, The 

Big Night, The 

Bitter Springs 
Blackmailed 

Blue Veil, The 
Bonanza Town 

Bride of the Gorilla 
Bright Victory 
Browning Version, The 


Callaway Went Thataway 
Calling Bulldog Drummond 
Casa Manana 

Cattle Drive 

Cattle Queen 

Cave of Outlaws 


by 


critics who have been judgec 
intermediate 
entertainment 


, and **¢ 


as follows 


oa tne tram 


rt-mel 
mu 
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Chain of Circumstance 
Chicago Calling 
Christmas Carol, A 
Cimarron Kid, The 
Close to My Heart 
Cloudburst 

Clouded Yellow, The 
Come Fill the Cup 
Corky of Gasoline Alley 
Crazy Over Horses 
Criminal Lawyer 
Crosswinds 

Cyclone Fury 


Dakota Kid, Tie 

Darling, How Could You! 
David and Bathsheba 

Day the Earth Stood Still, The 
Dear Brat 

Death of a Salesman 
Decision Before Dawn 
Desert Fox, The 

Desert of Lost Men 
Detective Story 

Disc Jockey 

Distant Drums 

Double Dynamite 

Drums in the Deep South 


Elephant Stampede 
Elopement 
Emperor's Nightingale, The 
Eroica 
Exchange Girl 
Family Secret, The 
Far from Moscow 
Father Takes the 
FBI Girl 
Fixed Bayonets 
Flame of Araby 
Flaming Feather 
Flight to Mars 
Flying Leathernecks 
Force of Arms 
Fort Defiance 
Fort Dodge Stampede 
Fugitive Lady 
Galloping Major, The 
G.1. Jane 
Girl on the Bridge, The 
Gold Raiders 
Golden Girl 
Golden Horde, The 
Goose Boy, The 
Greatest Show on 

Earth, The 
Guest, The 
Happy Go Lovely 
Harlem Globetrotters, The 
Havana Rose 
Her Panelled Door 
Here Comes the Groom 
Highly Dangerous 
Highwayman, The 
Hills of Utah 
His Kind of Woman 
History of Mr. Polly, The 
Honeychile 
Hong Kong 
Hot Lead 
Hotel Sahara 
House of 1000 Women 
Hurricane Island 


Air 
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Cc 
tA 
cA 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
c 
A 
ec 
ca 
1A 
cA 
c 
A 
c 
A 
c 
4 
' 
c 
A 
A 
A 
Cc 
Cc 
c 
A 
{ 
ve 
4 
{ 
Cc 
{ 
{ 
i 
| 





saAS 


4 
4 
2 
; 
+ 
4 
x 


I Want You 

I'll Never Forget You 

I'll See You in My Dreams 
Iron Man 

It’s a Big Country 


Joe Palooka in Triple Cross 
Journey Into Light 

Jungle Manhunt 

Jungle of Chang 


Kentucky Jubilee 
Kid from Amarillo, The 
Kind Lady 


La Ronde 

Lady and the Bandit, The 
Lady from Texas, The _ 
Lady Pays Off, The 
Lady Says No, The! 
Laughter in Paradise 
Lavender Hill Mob, The 
Law and the Lady, The 
Leave It to the Marines 
Let's Go Navy 

Let's Make It Legal 
Light Touch, The 

Lilli Marlene 

Lisbon Story, The 
Little Egypt 

Longhorn, The 

Lost Continent 

Love Nest 


Ma Pomme 

Magic Carpet, The 

Magic Face, The 

Man in the Dinghy 

Man in the Saddle 

Man with a Cloak, The 

Maniacs on Wheels 

Marie of the Port 

Mark of the Renegade 

Mask of the Avenger 

Medium, The 

Meet Danny Wilson 

Meet Me After the Show 

Mill on the Po 

Millionaire for Christy, A 

Miners of the Don 

Miracle in Milan 

Mister Drake's Duck 

Mob, The 

Model and the Marriage Broker, 

Montana Desperado 

Mr. Belvedere Rings the Bell 

Mr. Peek-A-Boo 

Murder Without Crime 

Mussorgsky 

My Favorite Spy 

My Outlaw Brother 

Nature's Half Acre 

Never Trust a Gambler 

No Highway in the Sky 

Obsessed 

Oh, Amelia 

Oklahoma Justice 

On Dangerous Ground 

On Moonlight Bay 

On the Loose 

Outlaws of Texas 

Overland Telegraph 

Painting the Clouds with 
Sunshine 

Pandora and the Flying 
Dutchman 

Pardon My French 

Path of Hope 

Pecos River 

Peking Express 

People Against O'Hara, The 

People Will Talk 

Pickup 


The com 
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Pistol Harvest 
Place im the Sun, A 
Pool of London 
Purple Heart Diary 
Quo Vadis 

Racket, The 
Raging Tide, The 
Ramble in Erin 
Rashomon 

Red Badge of Courage, The 
Red Mountain 

Reluctant Widow, The 
Reunion in Reno 

Rhubarb 

Rich, Young and Pretty 
River, The 

Roadblock 

Roaring City 

Rodeo King and the Senorita 


Sailor Beware 
Saturday's Hero 

Savage Drums 

Scarred 

Sea Hornet, The 

Secret of Convict Lake 
Secrets of Monte Carlo 
Sellout, The 

Silver Canyon 

Silver City 

Slaughter Trail 

Son of Dr. Jekyll, The 
Song of Dolores 

South of Caliente 

St. Benny the Dip 
Stagecoach Driver 
Starlift 

Strange Door, The 

Street Bandits 

Strictly Dishonorable 
Strip, The 

Submarine Command 
Sunny Side of the Street miu 
Superman Meets the Mole-Men 
Tall Target, The 

Tanks Are Coming, The 
Ten Tall Men 

Texas Carnival 

This is Korea 

Thunder on the Hil! 
Toast to Love, A 

Tom Brown's Schooldays 
Tomorrow is Another Day 
Too Young to Kiss 

Two Dollar Bettor 

Two Gals and a Guy 

Two of a Kind 

Two Pennies’ Worth of Violets 
Two Tickets to Broadway 
Under the Olive Tree 
Unknown Man, The 
Unknown World 

Utah Wagon Train 

Valley of Fire 

Volcano 


Weekend with Father 
Well, The 

Westward the Women 
When Worlds Collide 
Whip Hand, The 
Whistle at Eaton Falls, The 
Wicked City, The 

Wild Blue Yonder, The 
Women Without Names 
Wooden Horse, The 
Yellow Fin 

Yes Sir, Mr. Bones 

You Never Can Tell 
Young Scarface 

Yukon Manhunt 


mus-war 


wes AY( 
dr 

soc-mel 

ir-c AY 
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(Continued from page 4) 





with other offerings around town." Probably very few consumers saw this item 
which indicated that there need be no correlation at all between quality and 
price. It does, however, suggest that there is sound justification for the 
general feeling on the part of consumers that they are being charged all that 
the traffic will bear for a number of products. 

* * . 

POTATOES are not being eaten as extensively as the farmers would like. 

The World War II high of 126 pounds per capita has shrunk to 104 pounds, a fig- 
ure below the consumption of pre-war years, reports the New York World Telegram 
and Sun. One agricultural specialist suggests that potatoes are being raised 
for maximum yield, with too little attention to flavor. The artificial price 
supports of past years which made potatoes more costly may also have been a 
factor in their decline in popularity. 

> all * 

ZIPPER TROUBLE involving sticking of the zipper and failure to slide free- 
ly may often be remedied by the application of a product called Ziprite In 
appearance it resembles a conventional styptic stick which is simply applied by 
drawing the tip over each side of a zipper that has a tendency to balk. It wag 
found to be quite effective in actual use tests. It sells for 25 cents in no- 
tion departments, drug and cigar stores. 

* * * 

THE CONVENTIONAL WIRE CLOTHES HANGERS on which clothes are customarily de@# 
livered from the cleaner’s are usually numerous in the average closet. These 
hangers can be converted to the coat-skirt—hanger device by the use of Hobar 
Clip-A-Grips. The grips are simply attached by a pinch clip to the lower 
wire of a hanger. There is also another action by which a skirt or slacks or 
trousers can be held in place by a conventional gripping action. For the most 
part the action of the Hobar Clip-A-Grips was satisfactory in holding the gar- 
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“I nearly always consult Consumers’ Research 
before making a major purchase.” 
Executive, Georgia 


“You are doing a wonderful service to your 
country by giving us this valuable information, 
especially to folks like us who have a limited 
buying power when one is raising a family on 
an average pay check.’ 

Homemaker, Wisconsin 


In the past three years all my purchases, in- 
cluding can openers, have been based upon 
your guidance and | have not been dis- 
appointed." Physician, Washington 
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ments in place. They slipped along the wire of the hanger somewhat more read- 
ily than the combination skirt hangers, according to a report from one user, 
but others found them unobjectionable in this respect. They were more satis- 
factory when used to hold only one garment. The price of six Grips for 29 
cents would make a combination-skirt-—holder cost around 10 cents if the wire 
hangers have been obtained free of charge in a dry-cleaning transaction. 


— ia 


RECENTLY TESTED: 

Tub Rest (The Wallace, Davis Co., 2813 Dixwell Ave., Hamden 14, Conn.), 
$1.50. A curved metal holder lined with a half inch layer of foam rubber, 
which is attached to the bathtub by suction cups. The device was placed in 
turn, as a catalog advertisement indicated, in two positions in the bathtub, to 
support the back, and the neck. While it served the purpose of providing a 
support so that the user’s back and shoulders did not touch the tub, the 
"gadget" is considered too small for convenience and comfort, and not nearly as 
comfortable for "leisurely, soothing baths" as sales literature suggested. The 
Tub Rest was easy to attach, but sometimes it would slip, and once in the bath- 
tub a person would not find it convenient to adjust it to another position. If 
care were not taken to avoid splashing, the foam rubber would absorb water and 
thereafter wet the hair. Some users might like the device, but we believe most 
would find its disadvantages to outweigh such support as the Tub Rest offers 
for "relaxation while soaking in the tub." 


Exzyme Proteolytic Digestant (Pabst Brewing Co., Milwaukee) is a new 
product not marketed for home use (when it was secured for test in May 1951) 
It is a powder designed to "devour" protein stains such as those caused by 
eggs, milk, ice cream, chocolate, blood, and glue. It is also recommended by 
the Pabst Brewing Company for effective work on coffee and beer stains. The 
}product is intended primarily for use by dry-cleaning establishments on cotton, 
Bwool, nylon, rayon and certain acetate rayon fabrics. The company reports 

that it cannot be used on fabrics made from synthetic protein fibers since 

the enzyme would digest the fabric itself. The powder is to be dissolved in 
water and applied as a spotting agent to the fabric. In CR’s tests it was 
found to be satisfactory for use on acetate rayon, and fairly effective on 


pletely effective on nylon. The professional dry cleaner with his ability to 
fuse specialized spotting media may find the product useful for certain spots on 
particular fabrics, but the average homemaker would find that for her needs 

Sit had very definite limitations. 


rool. It was not particularly effective on spun rayon or cotton and not com- 
- 
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Please Note: In the ratings AA indicates highly recommended; A, recommended 


Although nearly all new releases of serious music are heard, space narrows comment, gener 


Bach: Anna Magdalena Book. Kurt Rapf (harpsichord) and loud, warm recording i fun, particularly for 
Maja Weis-Osborn (soprano Bach Guild BG-510. $5.95 Interpretation AA 
Engaging short pieces well played on the harpsichord plus six Fidelity of Recording AA 
soprano solos beautifully sung Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA Wagner: Dic Meister 
t under von Karaja 


Bach: Passacaglia and Fugue in ( Min 
in A Minor Carl Weinrich (organ 
Volume I in a series which will eventually ir 
major works for organ Recorded in 
Chapel. The volume level for the Pa 
for the Concert But bot ses t is satis! 
and the playing clear Weinrich performs with fine spirit 
facility, and true knowledge of the style. Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA Magdalene, Schwarzkopf a 


be better if the 


actory 


Chopin: Concerto No.1. Kilenyi (piano) with the Austrias common to d k spots " re ar ik spots rhe 
Symphony Orchestra under Prohaska Remington RLP direction is tel nt and ' Interpretation A 
199-44. $2.19. Chopin's orchestration is weak but the inter Fidelity of Recording & 
esting solo part has kept this work in the repertoure Kileny 
plays with msight and sweep and is ably supported. Excel umina 
lent recording except for a rare pitch wobble in the pian his series feat 
und some constriction in the orchestra Note he low price 
for this 12-inch LP Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Chopin: Nocturne Rubinstein (piano 4 sides, RCA Vix 
tor LM 6005 $11.44 The 19 nocturnes played here are 
perhaps the most Chopinesque of all compositions lust 
moody, wonderfully pianistic Rubinstein plays them wit! OTHER LP’S HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
out too much sentiment and so performs a service to Chopin for interpretation and for fidelity 
Close-in recording of excellent quality, with hardly a pitct 
waver in my copy Interpretation AA CIRCLI Brass and String Music by H 
Fidelity of Recording AA \rtists String Quartet, Davis Shumar 
Shuman Brass Choir. etc.. on L 51-100 
Moussorgsky : Pictures at an Exhibition. Chicago Sy COLUMBIA Borodin, Cui, « ] Ta 
phony Orchestra under Kubelik Mercury MG 5000. $5.95 Symphony Orchestra under Jar ML. 4480 
Ravel's orchestration of the Moussorgsky piano suite which Piano Mus abriel Faure A rtand (sab 
describes 10 drawings and water colors Kubelik and his (pianists 
men indicate nearly all the glitter, contrast, and incisive qual William VW 
t recording may be used as a Sea Chants re. 
Interpretation 4 MERCURY Bartok: 
Fidelity of Recording AA Percussion, and Cele 


Symphony Orchestra u ibel Mi, 50001 


Mozart: Don Giovanni. Souez, Mildmay, Brownlee, Ba 
loni, etc., under Fritz Busch. 6 sides, RCA Victor Set LCT 
6102. $17.16. Re-issue of one of the fines operatic sets ever 
recorded, long out of print on 78's The ensemble is remark 
ible, the product of Busch's drilling for a Glyndebourne vems from Sigmund 
Festival. The LP fidelity rates slightly lower than the orig Rachmaninoff: 
nal cumbersome 3 album 78 rpm. set, principally lacking Kapell (piano) wit! 
clarity and depth. But there is enough here to make this my Reiner. LM 126 
favorite re-issue set in the past vear Close behind it. how Rachmaninoff: 
ever, is the Collector's issue of Debussy's Pelléas and Mélisande t RCA Victor Sym 
recorded in France during the war but not released here until 
now (RCA Victor LCT 6103 And the Glyndebourne 
Varriage of Figaro (LCT 6001 Interpretation AA RECOMMENDED RCA VICTOR 45'S 
Fidelity of Recording B Two Traditions! Heirew Mambers cana by Canter Kesevitsh 

on 49-3308 ; a: Stars and Stride 4 Waste tr 
Strauss: J1ll Eulenspiege Merry Prank Death and { ones + ase nay Se. in J ; semanas 
Transfiguration RCA Victor Symphony Orchestra under on 49-3424 Tchaikovsky: 
Reiner. RCA Victor LM 1180. $5.45. Supreme symphon Swan Queen & Chopin: Grand 
poems performed with dramatic npac and taste and musica Stokowski and His Symph 
feeling. Powerful recording Interpretation AA Beethoven: Romance in G 

Fidelity of Recording AA on 49-3612, both played by Heifetz 

ett irias sung by Peer 
Sullivan: Pineapple Poll Sadler's Wells Orchestra unde Nome sung by Berger and 
Mackerras. Columbia ML 4439. $5.45 Sparkling ballet man, Warren and Berger 
based on the music of Sir Arthur Sullivan, arranged by the Life and Song of Song 
conductor. It introduces airs from The Mikado, Trial by Jur Saint-Saens: Jntrod: 

rcerer, Patience, Gondoliers, et Rousing performance and Heifetz on 49-3443 
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